Work to begin on part of metro rail phase 2
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Chennai: A majority of the
city’s infrastructure projects
arehitbythesecond covid wa-
ve and labour shortage, but
metro rail’s phase2 project
haspickeduppace with Chen-
nai Metro Rail Limited
(CMRL) floating a tender to

laytrackstolink city’scorelo- -

calities like T Nagar and Va-
dapalani with the IT hub in.

Porur and the Poonamallee
bypass.
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Theselocations are part of
the 26.1km corridor from
LightHouse in the eastto Poo-
namallee and pre-construc-
tion work on the 15.8km
stretch in this corridor is lik-
ely to begin in a month as two
companies were awarded
contractsrecently.

Phase-2 network has three

corridors covering 118.9km,
which is planned to be ready
by 2026. After floating several
tenders to construct the
118.9km phase, CMRL has
started looking for a firm that
can -supply, install, test and
commission track on the un-
derground and elevated sec-
tions of corridor4 from Light

. Houseto Poonamallee bypass
as well as Poonamallee depot.
The 26.1km line includes a
16km elevated corridor with
18 stations and 10.1km under-
ground section with 12 sta-
tions. Earlier officials said
they may opt for ballasted
tracks for thedepot to cut cost
and ballastless tracks for ope-
ration of trainson themainli-
ne,

A metrorail official said
work on phase-2 had slowed
down due Covid-induced na-
tionwide lockdown last year
and the state assembly elec-
tions this year “But we had
been working on getting the
paperwork ready during the
lockdown period. The work
has also been delayed due to
the model code of conduct
that was in place during the

assembly elections. We do not

want any further delays,” an
official said.

CMRL recently awarded
four construction contracts
to three companies. It inclu-
ded two contracts for const-

ruction of a portion of corri--

dor-4. Officials said contracts
will begin pre-construction
work like soil invegtigation
and other surveys if required
inamonth.

Corridor-4 links many of
the city’s core localities like
Marina Beach, Mylapore,
Nandanam, T Nagar, Kodam-
bakkam, Vadapalani and Sa-
ligramam with the IT hub at
Porurand west Chennai loca-
lities like Chennai bypass
crossing,  Iyyappanthangal
bus depot, Katuipakkam, Ka-
rayan Chavadi and Poona-
mallee, which are otherwise
poorly connected by public

transport.

On corridor4, Larsen &
Toubro was awarded a cont-
ract to build a 7.9km elevated
line from Power House in Ko-
dambakkam to Porur junc-
tion withninestations within
a period of 2.9 years and Hin-
dustan Construction-KEC Ih-
ternational Consortium was
given a contract to build
7.9km elevated line with nine
stations from Chennaibypass
crossing to Poonamallee by-
passinthree years.

“The companies will have
to complete the formalities of
signingthe contract within 28
days and begin work after
that. So, we can expect some
work to begin after 28 days,
but mobilising manpower
andbiggermachinerymayta-
ke some time,” an official sa-
id.



