Nearly 5000 passengers
took Metro on Sunday

Most commuters were travelling to catch trains or-flights
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On Sunday, when there was
a full lockdown, Chennai
Metro Rail had nearly 5,000
passengers using trains,
with a majority of them tra-
velling either to take a train
or a flight. '

According to officials of
Chennai Metro Rail Limited
(CMRL), since there was no
other mode of public tran-
sport available to connect to
transport hubs like Chennai
Central and Chennai air-
- port, many who had to tra-
vel used the trains.

Chennai Central Metro
Rail station had the maxi-
mum number of passengers
— nearly 850 — followed by
Egmore Metro Rail station,
which was used by 500 pas-
sengers. Nearly 400 passen-
gers travelled through the
Chennai airport Metro Rail
station,

“Most of the other sta-

tions had merely 30-50 pas-
sengers at the most, In a few
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High footfalls: On Sunday, Central Metro station had the

maximum number of passengers, at nearly 850. =fiLEPHOTO

other stations, like Vadapa-
lani, Alandur and Govern-
ment Estate, there were
more than 100 passengers.
This explains that apart from
those travelling to take

flights or trains, many essen-

tial workers, too, took the
trains,” an official said,
Usually, Chennai Metro
Rail runs trains every five
minutes during peak hours
and every seven minutes for
the rest of the day. But on
Sunday, it ran trains at a very
minimal frequency due to

the lockdown and in total,
only four trains were operat-
ed for the services. From
Wimco Nagar to Chennai air-
port, trains were run every
hour and from Chennai Cen-
tral to Chennai airport and
from Chennai Central to St.
Thomas Mount, every two
hours respectively.

“We are quite surprised
that without any last mile
connectivity and during the
lockdown, so many commu-
ters used the metro,” he ad-
ded.



