TN wants metro

Now, city looks forward

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNALI, FEB. 14

Chief

Edappadi
Palaniswami requested
the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to
“accord sanction for
Phase II of Chennai

Minister
K,

Metro Rail Project under -

60:50 joint venture part-
nership basis between
Central and  State
Government, as was
done for Phase I.

~Addressing a meeting
in Chennai on Sunday,
he also appealed the PM

to provide necessary

financial assistance for
the Grand Anaicut
Extension and
Modernization Scheme
as requested by the State
Government,
Welcoming the PM, he
said “On behalf of the

people of Tamil Nadu °

and on my personal
behalf, I extend a hearty
welcome to the PM, who
has graced this function
of inauguration and lay-
ing the foundation
stones for the various
projects, which would
greatly benefit the peo-

ple of Tamil Nadu”,
He thanked PM for
announcing new

National Highway proj-
ects, with an investment
of Rs 1 lakh crore and
improvement of various
fishing harbours of
Tamil Nadu in the 2021-
22 Budget. These proj-
ects would be a boon to
the people of the State.

“T would like to recall
with a sense of pride,
the appreciation of the
Prime Minister for the
efforts taken by the State
Government in contain-
ing the Covid -19 pan-
demic effectively and he
had urged the other
States to follow the
Tamil Nadu model”,
he said, -

‘The

T. SUDHEESH | DC
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inauguration of
phase-I extension project
from Washermanpet to
Wimco Nagar for a dis-
tance of 9.051 kms by

Prime Minister Narendra .

Modi on Sunday would
now help passengers from
North Chennai reach
Chennai  International
Airport within 60 min-
utes. The phasel of

. Chennai Metro rail project
covers a distance of 54

kms with 21 underground
and 18 elevated metro sta-
tions.

Phase I covers the corri-
dors including ‘Blue Line’
(Washermanpet metro to
airport) and ‘Green Line’
(Puratchi Thalaivar Dr
M.G. Ramachandran
Central metro to St
Thomas Mount metro).
With this, the CMRL,
which is to proceed with
the phase-II of the project,
whose foundation was laid
by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on November
21 last, expects to turn the
city into a hub of metro
services in the country;

The phase-II project has
128 metro stations with an
estimated cost of around
Rs 69,180 crore, and is
expected to:be completed
by 2026. This would cover
a total of 118.9 kms includ-
ing 76,3 kms of elevated
track and the rest under-
ground. As part of the
project, there are three
corridors at an estimated
cost of Rs. 61,843 crore,
supported by the
Government of India, gov-
ernment of Tamil Nadu,
JICA, ADB, AIIB and the
NDB :

The corridors including

Women take selfie at newly inaugurated phase-

Washermanpet to Wimco Nagar on Sunday.

Madhavaram to SIPCOT

covering 45.8 kms will con--

nect prime locations like
the IT corridor, Adayar,
Mylapore and
Purasawalkam with 50
metro stations comprising
20 elevated metro stations
and 30 underground metro
stations. The 26.1 km Light
House to Poonamallee
bypass corridor, will cover
commercial hubs of the
city like Nandanam, T
Nagar,
Valasaravakkam, Porur
and Poonamallee with 30
metro stations comprising
of 18 elevated and 12
underground stations.
The Madhavaram to
Sholinganallur corridor
covering 47 kms will con-
nect prime locations
including  Villivakkam,
Anna Nagar, Koyambedu,

Vadapalani,

Virugambakkam, Ram-

apuram, Madipakkam and .

Medavakkam with 48
metro stations comprising
of 42 elevated and six
underground  stations.
With the completion of
these three corridors,

- Chennai will have 173 kms

of metro stretch carrying
25 lakh passengers per day,
accounting for 25 percent
of public transport trips,
to transform into a world-
class  destination for
investments and economic
activities.

According to CMRL,
Phase-I has been designed
to provide connectivity to
long distance trains at
Puratchi Thalaivar Dr
M.G. Ramachandran
Central and Egmore rail-
way stations, suburban
trains and MRTS at Park

I extension project of metro rail from

=IDG:

and Park Town Stations,
long distance buses at
Chennai mofussil bus ter-
minus (CMBT),
Koyambedu and MTC
buses, in several locations.
“In phase-I extension,
the ‘elevated metro sta-
tions of Toll Gate and
Thiruvottriyur have been
integrated with the exist-
ing MTC bus terminuses,
with provision for parking
and footpaths for hassle-
free fravel. These meas-
ures will reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 30198
tCo2, About two lakh peo-
ple are expected to com-
mute every day by
Chennai metro in this
stretch,” said officials.
The newly-inaugurated
phase-I extension consists
of two underground and
five elevated metro sta-

phase Il to be Centre-State JV
to Metrorail phase II

SEAT SHARING TALKS CAN FIGURE
N MEETINGS WITH NADDA

From P1

If the alliance is sewed up
by then, seat sharing talks
could figure in meetings
with Mr Nadda. -

The 'PMK add the
DMDE, thought to be par-
ties that are ready with
alternatives or even pre-
pared to go it alone in the
polis if the ATIADMEK is
not more forthcoming
about continuing ties,

were well represented in
Mr Modi's function where
he waved to them in par-
ticular from the dais at
the ‘Nehru Indoor
.Stadium on Sunday:

In view of past troubles
with cold reception to Mr
Modi in the city, the police
were extra cautious and
refused to allow those
wearing black masks

tions located in the heart
of North Chennai. The
project completion cost of
Rs. 3,770 crore is funded by
the state, the Centre and
the Japan International
Cooperation
(JICA),

The Traffic and Trans-
portation Forum (TTF) a
city-based NGO which
studies public transport
systems is of the epinion
that completing phase-II
will make city traffic more
safe and sustainable. But
the . authorities should
consider avoiding expen-
sive underground sta-
tions,” said V. Rama Rao,
project director, TTE

Ajay Francis, High Court
lawyer and a Public
Interest Litigation
activist, said CMRL in the
phase II project could face
many challenges includ-

ing land acquisition,
underground construction
and - interface issues

among contractors. In
order to avoid delay which
is always a part of such a
large project, CMRL
requires good planning
and execution.”

Agency

_entry to the event.
OPS LAUDS PM
3 eputy Chief

MinSis ter

’ O.Panneerselva
m has lauded Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for inaugurating vari-
ous projects in Chennai
on Sunday: Addressing
the meeting, he said two
“major and long pending
works of extension, ren-
ovation and modernisa-
tion in the Cauvery
Basin, are being taken
up.

He noted that “It has
been possible to take up
these  works, only
because the State
Government, with the
support of the Central
Government, was able to
have the Cauvery Water
Disputes, finally seftled.
This historic contribu-
tion to the State can
never be forgotten. The
Chennai Metra Rail
Project is a shining
example of cooperation
and collaboration,
between the Central and
State’ Governments.
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