CMRL uses Phase-1 lessons

~

to design

passenger flow, amenities in Phase-2

Sleek Interchange Stations

With Easy Switch Of Mode
Of Transport In The Offing
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or metrorail users,
commute in the pro-
ject's phase-2 will be
a breeze as compared
tophase-1. Atleast 26
metro stations to be built in
the 118.9km phase-2 project
will help passengers seam-
lessly switch between differ-
ent modes of transport such
as MRTS, suburban trains
and MTC buses to travel
across the city and suburbs.
Besides looking compact
and sleek, these interchange
stations have been designed
based on future projections of
passenger flow as well as les-
sons learnt from phase-1 pro-
jects. Construction for a por-
tion of phase-2, estimated to
cost ¥61,843croe, will begin
later this year. The three cor-
ridors in the project is expect-
ed to be ready by 2026.

FUTURISTIC PLAN

Based on feedback from
commuters in phase-1, Chen-
nai Metro Rail Limited
(CMRL) has planned several
facilities to give passengersa
hassle-free commute through
interchange stations. “We
have planned exclusive pedes-
trian subways, pathways, foot
overbridge or skywalks for
passengers to have easy ac-
cess to different modes of
transport.” an official said.

While in corridor-3, com-
muters will have 11 inter-
change stations to connect to
reach any stations in the
route between Madhavaram
and the IT hub on OMR or opt
for another mode of trans-
port. For instance, a passen-
ger from Madhavaram head-
ing to Airport can disembark
at Chetpet and walk across an
exclusive pathway to access
Chetpet suburban station to
board a train to Airport.

In the same corridor; sta-
tions like Aynavaram and

Adyar depot will give
quick access to MTC bus
depots nearby, while at
KMC, a pedestrian sub-
way may link the existing
Kilpauk metro station in
phase-1 with the phase-2 un-

subways, aoﬁ
overbridge

THUMBS UP TO PASSENGERS
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Commuters rue
missing trains at
Central, Alandur

Times News NETWORK

ffice-goers rushing to work during
morning peak hours end up missing
metro trains due to the long distances
between two corridors in large interchange

derground station. stations.
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areas like Nandan-
am or T Nagar.

A commuter head-
ing from Kovilambakkam
or Madipakkam could switch
between two metro stations at
Alandur and board a train to
Nandanam or switch corri-
dors at Porur junction to
reach Panagal Park.

Based on lessons learnt
from phase-1, CMRL has

changes add to total commute
time and makes public trans-
port highly uncom-

fortable for peo-

pedestrian
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rive in four minutes. I end up running to that
platform as fast as I can, but still T have missed
it so many times because it is impossible to
switch between corridorsat Central due to the
sheersize,” said RRajendran, who travelsfrom
Thirumangalam of corridor2to LIC metroin
corridor 1 daily

CMRL currently operates trains every
seven minutes during peak hours and every
10 minutes in non-peak hours. This includes
inter-corridor service from Central to airport
via Koyambedu.
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