Last leg of commute to get
smoother with smart bikes
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Chennai: If you are one of
those who travel to work by
Chennai metro or the MRTS
train and then walk or take a
share autorickshaw to your
office, Greater Chennai Cor-
poration (GCC) has now bro-
ught inanotheroption foryou
—smart bicycles.

The civic body, along with
the firm smartbike, has in-
stalled 32 e-bikes and 32 next
generation bikes at 10 promi-
nent locations in the city like
Nageswara Rao Park, Marina
beach (Light House and Labo-
ur statue), Nandanam, Tey-
nampet, DMS, Anna Nagar
east, T Nagar pedestrian pla-
zaand CSI Kalyani hospital.

Residents would have to
log-in through aspecial mobi-
le application (smart bike),
upload their identification
and KYC details and scan the
codeat thesmartbike station,
using which the bike would
beunlocked.

Usageof thee-bikeswould
be charged at 10 for first 10
minutes and 1 per minute
thereafter, plus 18% GST. The
rate for next gen bikes is 5.5
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for the first hourand Rs9.9 for
every 30 minutes after that
and 18% GST, said Ranjit Sri-
vasatva, vice-president mar-
keting and operations at
Smartbike. “The e-bikes have
apedal assist system powered
by abattery thatgivesamilea-
ge of 45kim-60km. This means
that the user need not apply
additional energy,” Srivasta-
va said. The bikes have cont-
rollers which will ensure the
speed does not exceed
25kmph, the maximum limit
mandated by the RTO for ve-
hicles that don’t need any cer-
tification.

Though this initiative has
been launched on a trial ba-

sis, GCCisgeared uptoinstall
1,000 such bikes across the ci-
ty and is waiting for the nod
from the chief minister,

CEOQof ChennaiSmart Ci-
ty Raj Cherubal told TOI the
bikes would help those who
don't like to cycle to work as it
would betoorigorousanexer-
cise. “Thepedal assist system
ensures that one doesn’t need
to put inasmueh effort,” Che-
rubalsaid.

The bikes would also have
tubeless tyres which elimina-
tes issue of puncture. Once
the ride is over, the bikes can
be parked at the neavest
smartbikestation, Srivastava
said. :



