CMRL on track to procure ‘driverless’ trains

Floats Tender,
Yet To Release
The Technical
Specifications
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Chennai: After inviting
bids for constructing the
118.9km phase-2 project,
Chennai Metro Rail Limit-
ed (CMRL)ison track to pro-
cure trains, which will be
driverless, by floating a ten-
der notice. When oper-
ations begin in six years,
CMRL plans to operate 138
three-car trains of which 42
arelikely tobeleased tosave
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cost of procurement and op-
eration. Construction of
the three-corridor phase is
likely to begin by mid-2021
and the section between
Power House and Poona-
malleeistobetakenupfirst.

According to the tender
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notice, CMRL has called for
design, manufacture, sup-
ply testing, commission of
standard gauge metro roll-
ing stock (electric multiple
units) and training of per-
sonnel for phase-2 project.
Though the notice does not
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have technical specifica-
tions for the rolling stock,
the detailed project report
states that at some point,
train operation may be dri-
verless and that signalling
system and rolling stock
shall be procured accord-

ingly. “Signalling software
required tooperateadriver-
less train is different from
the existing trains operated
onphase-1. 8o, we cannot op-
erate a train designed for
phase-2 on phasel lines
though the rolling stock
may look the same,” an offi-
cial said earlier.

Officials had earliersaid
that 25-30% of the trains op-
erated on phase-2 are likely
to be on wet lease. CMRL
willonlymoniterandnotdi-
rectly beinvolved in the dai-
ly operations of these
trains, their maintenance
orwith the staff.

Driverless trains are
likely to have smaller con-
soles, as all operations of a
train will be automated.
The operations control cen-

tre staff who monitor the
movement of trains may
take control of the oper-
ationincaseof an emergen-
cy until a controller from
the nearest station, who is
trained to operate a train,
reaches the spot.

In phase-1, trains are

mostly operated in the auto-
matictrainoperation (ATO)
mode where operators
manually stop and start the
train at stations and open/
close the train doors, while
the rest are automated and
controlled from OCC, They
canalsobeoperated inauto-
matic Train Protection
(ATP) mode where a train
operator controls all oper-
ations including traction,
braking, opening and clos-
ingof the traindoors.



