Work on 119-km metro phase 2 begins

Three Corridors
- With 128 Stns

Expected ToBe
Ready By 2026

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: With Union home
minister Amit Shah presiding
virtually over the ground-
~ breaking event of the 118.9km
phase2 metro rail project on
" Saturday, construction began
with an excavator digging the
earth for an underground sta-
tion at Villivakkam. It will be
" among the few stations to be
built in tough soil conditions.
A total of 23 tunnel boring
machines (TBM) are expected
to work in tandem to construct
tunnels covering42.6kamforthe
phase which, with 128 stations
along three corridors, is esti-
mated (0 cost T61,843 crore and
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During the launch of the
project, chief minister Edap-
padi K Palaniswamirequestec
Shah to intervene for early ap-
proval and Centre’s participa-
tion in the project with 50:50 eq-
uity sharing model “Centre
has suggested to provide only
10% costasgrant insteadofpro-
viding 15% as share capital.
Since Centre’s grant will affect
the present share-holding pat-
tern and such grant is also rev-
enue expenditure, we have
been requesting it to consider
the support as share capital,
whichistakenascapitalexpen-
diturewithasharingpatternof
50:50 between Centre and
state,” Palaniswami said. The
CM also said the 9km phase-1
extension from Washermen-
pettoWimcoNagarisexpected
to be commissioned in Janu-

ary 2021



