Only two depots for Metro's phase II

Plan for SIPCOT depot dropped; Madhavaram facility will accommodate 49 rakes
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Chennai Metro Rail Ltd.
(CMRL) plans to have only
two depots under the phase
II project, with one at Poona-
mallee and another at Mad-
havaram. Earlier, the plan
was to have three depots, in-
cluding a small one at SIP-
COT.

Depots are crucial for the
everyday upkeep of the me-
tro trains. The depots are
equipped with stabling lines,

" inspection lines, dedicated
space for train repairs and
washing and cleaning, ac-
cording to the detailed pro-
ject report.

According to CMRL offi-
cials, the plan to have a de-
pot at SIPCOT was dropped
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epots are crucial for the everyday upkeep

as two would be enough. of 27.8 hectares and could

The Madhavaram depot
would be built over an area

house 49 rakes. This would
take care of the upkeep of

trains for the two corridors —
Madhavaram to STPCOT and
Madhavaram to Sholinganal-
lur. Similarly, the Poonamal-
lee depot, to be built on 15
hectares of land, would pro-
vide for the upkeep of trains
along the Light House to
Poonamallee stretch. The
SIPCOT depot plan, which
has been dropped now, re-
quired about 4 hectares of
land. The reason for not tak-
ing up construction was to
cut down on the construc-
tion costs of the project,
sources said.

The two depots will come
with additional space for
property development — like
leasing out to companies or
having retail outlets for get-
ting additional revenue.



