Metro uses ozone disinfection for trains, stns

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Metro trains and
stations arenow beingdisin-
fected with aqueous-stabil-
ised ozone instead of stan-
dard disinfectant to protect
staff from getting exposed to
harsh chemicals.

All stations and touch-
pointslikestaircaserailings
and seats on platforms are
disinfected periodically ev-
eryday while trains undergo
sanitisation after end of ev-

ery trip at the terminating
station.

In a release, CMRL said
they have tied up with ETA
Purification to use micro-
plasma (partially-ionised
gases) oxidation system
which draws ambient air in-
to a device which converts it
into ozone and infuses it
with water.

“The aqueous-based dis-

. infectingagentismoreeffec-

tive than other chemicals
against bacteria, mold and

viruses. Unlike chlorine, it
isnon-toxic and produces no
harmfulresidues. Itsalsoen-
vironment friendly. Also,
the sanitization process can

be completed in a few min-
utes,” thereleasesaid.
CMRL officials said be-
sides preventing staff from
gettingexposedtochemicals

during periodic sanitization
carriedouteveryday,theuse
of this water-based agent al-
so helps them reduce their
operation and maintenance
cost. “Since the agent can be
produced on-site and is rela-
tively clean and safe, storage
and handling of hazardous
chemicals that are used in
other disinfectants are pre-
vented,” the officials said.
Earlier, in aresponse to a
query from a commuter in
itssocialmediaaccount met-

rorail sa1d they were using
Rely+on Virkon, a disinfect-
ing agent approved by US-
Environmental Protection
Agency that are effective
against strains of Covid-19
and HiN1 virus, fungi and
bacteria,

At present, CMRL oper-
ates 32 stations in the 45km
phase-1 and has a fleet of 42
tra_lns in addition to 10 new
trains but operates around
30 to 35 trains during peak
and non-peak hours.



