~ Walls, metro plllars freed of
posters on alrport stretch
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~ Chennai: Banners have dis-

appeared on roads outside
the Chennai airport, and
wall posters could soon fol-
low suit. If the efforts taken
by Airports Authority of In-

i dia, the state highways de-
i partment and Chennai Met-
¢ ro Rail Limited can be repli-
i cated elsewhere in the city,

most walls could become free
of postersand graffiti.

The three agencies have
come together to put an end
to defacing of walls, pillars
and medians with posters
along the stretch from air-
port to Guindy, offering a go-

i od first impression to those

landing at theairport.
CMRL has deployed two
teams Lo remove posters on

. metrorail pillarsand station
. walls. It has now put up watr-
. ning messages on all walls
- and pillars on the stretch
- promising legal action aga-

instviolators.
AAI on its part, had be-

" gun beautify the walls at its

airport campus near Mee-

nambakkam by roping in

students and artists soon af-
ter theannouncementof Mo-
di-Xi summit in Mamallapu-
ram. “We spoke to the high-
ways departement and pain-
ted the walls and ensured
that they are free of posters.
The highways department
have made a small garden in

NO MORE POSTERS. Alrports Authonty of India. the state h!ghways
department and Chennai Metro Rail Limited have come together to
ensure walls on the airport stretch are free of graffiti and posters

the land that was recovered
after metro rail work was
completed near the Trident
hotel area of GST Road. This
has been maintained well so
far,” said an airport official.

CMRL's efforts seem to
have paid off. Officials said
that since January, walls and
pillars of metro rail proper-
ty across both the corridors
on Anna Salai and Poona-
mallee High Road are free of
posters,

A metro rail official said,
“Sofar, we havefiled 10 police
complaints.. the violators
were warned by police,” an
official said. The efforts have
shown results.

CMRL officials said their
anti-defacement teams com-
prise of a policeman, a sta-
tion controller and an assi-
stant toremove posters.

On theroad ahead, CMRL
plans to develop vertical gar-
dens and lease out space on
pillars for advertisements,
“We have to get permission
from the highways and city
corporation to allow adverti-
sements on pillars,” an offi-
cial said.

Expertssaid the efforts of
CMRL, AAI and highways
department is laudable and
could be replicated elsewhe-
re in the city by the corpora-
tion too.



