Shenoy Nagar park to be
restored by this year end
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Chennai: Nearly a decade

i after it was shut, and trees

i axed to make way for metro
¢ rail construction, Thiru-vi-

ka park at Shenoy Nagar
will be restored by the end
of this yearn.

Chennai Metro Rail Li-

. mited (CMRL) is looking to
- readytheunderground pas-
- sengeramenities centreun-
~dertheparkinayear’stime,
~ seniorofficial said.

“Inanother one year, the
passenger amenities centre
should be ready. But by this
year end, we should be able
to ready the park,” said a
metro rail official, “Const-
ruction was stopped in bet-
ween due to a court case. It
is going on in full swing
now,” the official added.

Metro rail officials said
they have so far planted mo-
re than 1200 saplings (Miya-
waki method) at the four
cornersof thepark. Itinclu-
des around 45 varieties of
indigenousspecies,

According to the resto-
ration plan, the park will
have walking tracks, ben-
ches, parking lots and
lights.
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According to the restoration plan, the park will ha

benches, parking lots and lights

ve walking tracks,

The passengers ameniti-
escentrespanning approxi-
‘ mately 4.2 lakh sqft, is ex-
pected to have parking spa-
ce for nearly 600 cars and
1,000 bikes, apartfrom shop-
pingareaand restaurants,

“The parking space will
be open for commuters to
the station, visitors at the
park as well as others,” an
official said.

The park was closed in
2011 for the construction of
Shenoy Nagar undergro-
und metro station. Out of
the total 328 trees at the
park, 138 were axed and 20

were transplanted. CMRL
said they will plant 10 sap-
lings for each ftree taken
down.

Shenoy Nagar metrosta-
tion, one of the largest sta-
tions in the city with a
length of 355m and a crosso-
ver for trains, was opened
in 2018. When residents ex-
pected that the 8.8acre Thi-
ru-vi-ka park, which served
as the only lung space for
thelocality for decades, will
be restored and opened,
CMRL decided to build a
two-level underground pas-
sengeramenities centre,



