AlIB to fund %2,306c¢rore
to build part of metro
rail’s phase-2 corridor

Times News NETwork

Chennai: The Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB) will fund the
construction of nearly 18km elevated
stretch between Meenakshi College
in Kodambakkam and Poonamallee
Bypass, which is part of Chennai
Metro Rail Limited’s (CMRL) ambi-
tious 118.9km 3-corridor phase-2 pro-
ject.

The Beijing-headquartered bank
will fund around 22,306 crore (8320
million) to build the stretch linked by
18 elevated stations.

“We will call for tenders in anot-
her two to three months. A detailed
design consultant, who will design
thestationsand theline, isalready on
the job. Soil test on this stretch isalso
completed,” anofficial said.

The stretch between Meenakshi
College and Poonamallee bypass is
part of 26,1km corridor 4 from Light
House to Poonamallee Bypass. The
stretch will link localities like Porur,
Iyyappanthangal, Kattupakkam, Ku-
mananchavadi, Karayanchavadiand
Poonamallee which are otherwise
notlinked with good public transpor-
tation.

Officials said Asian Development
Bank will fund the rest of the corri-
dor between Light House and Mee-
nakshiCollege coveringaround 8kn.

Earlier, CMRL planned corridor 4
between Light House and CMBT lin-
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king core areas of the city including
Mylapore, Adyar, Nandanam, T Na-
gar a Kodambakkam and Vadapala-
ni. But they later extended the line to
cover localities like Porur, Iyappan-
thangal, Kumanan Cahvadfi, Karay-
an Chavadi and Poonamallee, which
were earlier planned to be part of mo-
norail project, as studies found that
the passenger traffic was high which
could be handled only by metrorail
services,

Construction for a 52km corridor
in the phase is expected to begin in
June, Tunnelling will be carried out
ontwostretches-from Venugopal Na-
gar in Madhavaram to Kellys cove-
ring 9km and from Kellys to Tarama-
ni Road Junction covering 12km.,
CMRL has invited tenders for the
work.

Thebs2km stretch between Madha-
varam and Sholinganallur and Mad-
havaram to CMBT will be funded by
Japan  International Cooperation
Ageney (JICA),



