Tunnelling machines to arrive for Metro work |

CMRL plans to
complete boring
work on 21-km
stretch of phase 11
in two years
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CHENNAI

Soon, tunnel boring ma-
chines (TBM) will crawl
through the city’s underbel-
ly to lay two tracks side by
side for Chennai Metro’s
phase Il work.

According to CMRL offi-
cials, as many as 15 TBMs will
arrive in the city from diffe-
rent parts of the country and
the world to build 21 km of
tunnels from Madhavaram
to Taramani for the phase II
project.,

The TBMs will be de-
ployed at multiple locations
in this 21-km stretch and will

TBMs will be deployed at
multiple locations on the
21-km stretch

bore two passages for train
movement, officials said.
These machines can weigh
nearly 800-900 tonnes, with
a length of 80-90 m. That is,
if a TBM stood vertically, it
will be like a 25-storey build-
ing, officials said.

These machines will drill
about 5 m a day, which may
also be much lesser if the soil
conditions are challenging.
In the phase I project, only

12 machines were employed
for 24 km. For phase II, more
TBMs will be used to finish
the job early, the officials
said.

After the machines arrive,
it will take nearly six months
to carry out initial preparato-
ry work to launch the TBMs
and then the actual boring
work will begin, officials
note,

“The geological condi-

-tions of the city are difficult

to execute the underground
boring work. But we have
done soil testing in most lo-
cations and have planned it
in such a way that we stick to
the deadline and finish the
work as early as possible, We
are hoping that the whole
tunnelling work will be over
for these 21 km in two years,”
an official said. Only recent-
ly, tenders were called for
building the tunnels for the
phase Il project.

Patronage up

for last-mile
services |

STAFF REPORTER
CHENNAI
There has been a 5% in- |
crease in the number of
commuters who used the
Metro’s last-mile connec-
tivity services — share car |
and share autorickshaw — |
in December 2019. From
64,774 passengers in No-
vember, the numbers went
up to 67,963 in December.
The services have been
running at Koyambedu,
Anna Nagar East, Alandur,
Thirumangalam, St. Tho-
mas Mount, Vadapalani,
AG-DMS, Arumbakkam,
Nehru Park, Kilpauk, Sai-
dapet and Chennai Air-
port.



