~ First of 10 new metro trains
~ for north Chennai line rolls in

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: As the nine kilo-
metre metro rail corridor in
North Chennai takes shape,
Chennai Metro Rail Limited
(CMRL) received the first of
thel0newtrainsforthelineon
Saturday CMRLmanagingdi-
rector Pankaj Kumar Bansal
flagged off thefirst train from
Alstom Transport factory at
SriCity, AndhraPradesh. The
line between Washermenpet
and Wimco Nagar will be
completed by June 2020.

Metro rail officials said af-
ter the first train is brought to
CMRL's depot in Koyambedu,
itwillundergoaseriesof tests
beforeitis used for commerci-
aloperations.

“The remaining nine tra-
in sets are expected to be deli-
vered by end of February
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ON TRACK: CMRL managing director Pankaj Kumar Bansal flags off
the first train from Alstom'’s factory at Sri City

2020,” an official said.

Before being handed over,
the train underwent a num-
berof tests at the manufactu-
ring facility including car bo-
dy dimension checks, water
tightnesscheck, staticroutine
traction and brake tests. The
tests were conductegi in the

presence of CMRL officials,
who approved itfor delivery,
Onarrivalatthe CMRL de-
pot, officials said slow and
high speed routine tests both
atthedepotand onthemainli-
ne will be conducted. These
tests may take two weeks to a
month before the trains are

deployed. A 2km undergro-
und section linking Washer-
menpet, Tondiarpet and Ko-
rulkupet is getting electrifi-
ed, with cables required for
train operations being instal-
led. The 7Tkm elevated corri-
dors, officials said, is about
40%. “By April, we may con-
duct the first trial with the
new mefro trains,” an official
said.

At present, CMRL has a
fleet of 42 trains, majority of
which was manufactured at
Alstom’s Sri City facility.

Officials said manufactu-
ring of the10 new trains com-
menced in February after
CMRL awarded a 3200-crore
coniract to supply rakes with
the same configuration and
specifications as those in the
trains operating now in the
phase-1corridors.



