Alandur foot overbridge
setto open next month

FOB On Busy
GST Road For
Commuters’
Convenience
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Chennai: More than four
years after Alandur metro
station was opened, commu-
ters will get a foot overbrid-
ge (FOB) that will give them
easy access to the station in
November. Chennai Metro
Rail Limited (CMRL) ex-
pects the facility, which has
been under -construction
since May 2018, to be ready
by the end of October.

“Finishing touches are
being made to the FOB.
Work is being carried outro-
und the clock to get it ready
by theendof thismonth,”an
official said.

The facility on the busy
GST Road will link the city’s
largest elevated transit hub
at Alandur with the air-con-
ditioned bus stop at Asarkha-
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The facnhty will link the c;ty's largest elevated transit hub at
Alandur with the air-conditioned bus stop at Asarkhana

na and the upcoming inter-
modal urban square under
Kathipara grade separator.
Unlike other foot over-
bridges in the city with just
staircases and gates, CMRL,
officials said the Alandur
FOB will have several addi-
tional facilities such as ele-
vators and escalators for the
convenience of passengers.
The iron bridge will have fo-
ur escalators (two on either
side)and two staircases that
willland in front of Alandur

metro station on one side
and Asarkhana bus stop on
the other.

CMRL decided to build
the FOB following compla-
ints from commuters over
the hassle while crossing
GST Road to reach the sta-
tion.

Since the metro station
opened in June 2015, com-
muters were forced to risk
crossing the busy GST road
by jumping over the centre
median. For many, it was the

only faster way to access eit-
hersideof theroad,asanex-
isting pedestrian subway is
more than 50metres away
and not properly maintai-
ned. Women commuters, in
particular, hesitate to use
the old facmty asitis dlmly
lit,

The construction of the
FOB started last year after
much delay as CMRL failed
tofinaliseacontractortwice
earlier when it floated ten-
ders. Thefirst tenderfloated
in 2016 did not have many ta-
kers. Tenders were again
floated in 2017 with the addi-
tion of certain pedestrian-
friendly features in the
struecture.

Alandur Metro is one of
the few stations that attract
an average 3,500 commuters
a day as it is the transit hub
linking both the corridors.
Commuters from Koyambe-
du heading to Airport will
have to change trains here if
they do not board a direct
service. CMRL hopestoseea
risein thefootfalls at thesta-
tion as the facility will give
passengers easy access to
thestation.



