CHENNAI METRO RAIL SEES SPIKE IN PATRONAGE,
UP BY MORE THAN 10 LAKH IN EIGHT MONTHS | 5

 Chennai metro
~ sees a spike in
patronage

Timves News Nerwork Going by the
: monthly numbers
; Chennai: More people seem to |
i betakingthemetrorail for the- the patmnage shot
i irdaily commute, up by more than four
The monthly patronage | |k jn February 2019

i has inereased by more than 10
i lakh in the last eight months,
i In August, the daily patronage
i crossed more than onelakh for
i 19 days with the maximum on
i August 30 at 1.3 lakh. In Au-
i gust, around 29.65 lakh pas-
| sengers travelled by metro ra-
- ¢ il around 10.28 lakh more than
i in January 2019, In total, 1.91
i crore passengers travelled in
i metro trains since the begin-
i ning of 2019. Metro rail offici-
| alssaid theintroduction of fee-
* der services for last mile con-
nectivity has helped increase
the patronage.

Going by themonthly num-
bers, the patronage shot up by
more than fourlakh in Februa-
ry 2019, at 23.62 lakhs, compa-
red to January 2019 after the
lastlegof the45km phase-1 bet-
ween Washermenpet and AG-
DMS was opened. Between
March and June, another one
lalch new passengers took the
metrorail. The monthly patro-
nage which wasat23.88lakhin

March, increased to 24.95 lakh
in June. On April 26, metro ser-
vices crossed one lakh daily
patronage.

Officials havesaid thatsub-
urban train services are see-
ing a drop in patronage follo-
wing the spike in metro train
ridership. They said “there
wasadropof 95lakh in thepat-
ronage of suburban train ser-
vices between April and Au-
gust compared to the same pe-
riod in 2018.” With frequent
technical snagsdisruptingser-
vices notwithstanding, an ad-
ditional three lakh passengers
took the metro between June
and July. By July-end, the pat-
ronage was at 28.17 lakh as dai-
ly average ridership crossed
onelakh,

Officials, on the steady rise
of patronage in August, said
the daily ridership crossed
more than one lakh during the
weekdays whileit hit90,000du-
ring weekends.



