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CMRL Plans ADVANTAGES OF SMARTcARn

To Extend Its
Use At Retalil
Shops In Stns
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Chennai: You could soon walk
into a metro station with your
pockets empty and still grab a
cuppa or a tasty snack before
boarding a train only with yo-
ur rechargeable smart card.
Chennai Metro Rail Limited
. (CMRL) is planning to extend
the use of the existing travel
card to the retail outlets in sta-
tions on the networlk.
“Our next step is to give
commuters the choice of
using thesmart card at the out-

lets in our stations. It’s easier
for them and saves them time.
That’s our plan and it’ll hap-
pensoon,” an official said.

At present, commuters co-
uld use the smart card for met-
ro train rides, parking lots and
feeder servicesfrom metro sta-
tions. CMRL is also making it
mandatory to pay for vehicle
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parking services at their sta-
tions through smarteards
from September 2019.

When extended to retail
outlets, commuters could
walk in and make a purchase
by simply swiping the card in-

cluding at busy stations like -

Alandur, Koyambedu and Va-
dapalani which are dotted

with coffee shops and eateries
of popularbrands.
Commuters could load the-
se rechargeable cards with a
minimum of 50 and a maxi-
mumof ¥2,000either througha
ticket vending machine or at
theticketcounter inany metro
station. “It savestime, whether
you swipe it for a train ride or

toavail of afeeder service,” an
official said.

The plastic card contains a
magnetic stripe to store data
including amount recharged,
information about stations,
their distance from others and
time. The stored data is key
when commuters swipe the
card at the automatic fare col-
lection gates when they enter
and exit metro stations after
trainrides, asthereaderat the-

segatesdetect thetime, distan- -

ce and stations a commuter
had travelled to detect the tick-
etfare.

The plan to extend it to re-
tail outlets in stations comes at
a time when CMRL is in talks
with other transport services
including MTC to launch the
smart card as a common mobi-
lity card that could be used
across all public road trans-
port including buses, subur-

ban and MRTS train services.
But despite conducting suc-
cessful trials to integrate the
smart card system with MTC
services, the plan is yet to take
off. “Now that the Central go-
vernment has launched the
National Common Mobility
Card, we expect a favourable
response from MTC soon,” an
official said.

CMRL first launched
smart card as an option for re-
gular commuters, who were
using tokens when the first
service between Koyambedu
and Alandur in June 2015,
When the underground sec-
tion between Nehru Park and
Thirumangalam opened in
May 2017, CMRL made it man-
datory for commuters to use
smartcards. After commuters
opposed to it, CMRL made
smart card optional and conti-
nued to issue token.




