CMRL expects 19L patrons for phase-2

May Operate
138 Trains At
4-10Minute
Intervals
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Chennai: More than three
years after Chennai Metro
Rail Ltd first began oper-
ations, the daily patronage
touched one lakh, about 13%
of thetotal ridership estimat-
ed for the 45km phase-1. But
for phase-2 line, CMRL ex-
pects an estimated daily pa-
tronage of 19.2 lakh and that
it will have torun 138 trains at
a frequency of four to 10 min-
utes when the 118.9km three-
corridors are commissioned
in six years. And these fig-
ures are projected to double
in four decades.

Phase-2, which is planned

to cover three times the dis-:

tance of phase-1, will have
metro trains reaching far
flung areas in the four cor-
nersof thecity.

According to CMRL's cur-
rent projection, when metro
begins the first operation in
phase-2 corridors by 2025, it

TALL ORDER

ESTIMATES FOR PHASE-2

CMRL estimated daily ear Daily No. of
patronage to reach patronage trains
7.76 lakh 2025 | 19.2lakh 138*
inthe 45km phase
3 2035 32.6 lakhs 179*
Corridor 3 | Madhavaram 2045 37.7 lakh 211*
to SIPCOT (45.8km) 2055 435 lakh 254+
Corrfdor 4 | Ijgl'lu'lﬂllse to * Three-car trains
Poonamallee (26.1km) 0
Corridor 5 | Madhavaram | MMC-Adyar- | MMBT-CMBT-
to shoﬂnganallur (47km) Sholinganallur | | Sholingallur|
4.6 minutes |4 minutes
Sholinganallur- | Lighthouse to
Sipcot | Poonamallee |
| 10 minutes | 4.6 minutes in 2025/35
MMC-MMBT | |4.2 minutes in 2045
8.5 minutes |4 minutes in 2055

CMRL expects the metro to
attractanadditional five lakh
commuters every day, and it
hopes to increase the number
of trains accordingly.

By 2055, about four dec-
ades after phase-2 begins op-
erations, CMRL is expecting
daily ridership to touch 43.5
lakh with the operation of 254
three-car trains or 127 six-car
trains.

Of the three corridors
planned, corridor-5 linking
Madhvaram to Sholinganal-
lur and Sholinganallur via
the western fringes of the
city like CMBT and Adam-
bakkam, Madipakkam, Kovi-
lambakkam and Perumbur-
bakkam is expected to see

PHASE-2 OPS TO
START BY 2025

hopes to operate as many as
138 three-car trains catering
to19.2lakh people.

The ridership projection
comes as construction for the
lines is likely to begin early
nextyear. The 52km line from
Madhavaram to Sholinganal-
lur and Madhavaram to
CMBT, part of corridor-3 and
5, have been given top priori-
ty “We will begin floating ten-
ders in June 2019, It will take
months for the work to be

awarded and the contractor
to begin installing machin-
ery at the site. Most likely,
construction will beginin the
first quarter of 2020,” an offi-
cialsaid.

According to their projec-
tions for phase-2, the daily rj-
dership is expected to in-
crease to 82.6 lakhs by 2035, a
decade after commissioning.
To meet the demand, CMRL
will increase its trains to 179
three-car trains. By 2045,

maximum daily ridership,
inecreasing from 7.2 lakh in
2025t018.51akh in 2055.

For corridor-3 from Mad-
havaram to SIPCOT the pa-
tronage will increase from 6.6
lakh in 2025 to 13.6 lakh in
20565. Corridor-4 which ex-
tends from Lighthouse to
Poonamallee bypass is pro-
jected to have 5.5 lakh daily
patronage in 2025 and 11.4
lakh in 2055.

Though projections were

made during planning stage,
there is no guarantee that so
many commuters would use
thetrainsgoingby the experi-
ence of commissioning the
phase1lines, which was done
inapiece-meal manner.

The entire 45km stretch
was commissioned almost a
decade after work began and
after a delay of three years,
but the patronage is only one
lakh while the projected ri-
dershipwas7.76 lakh. :

Ayearago, theministryof
housing and urban affairs |
pulled up CMRL for low pa-
tronage of the existingline.

Experts said CMRL could
achieve their projections on-
ly if they adopt measures to
attract commuters including
cut in ticket fares, co-ordina-
tion with MTC to provide last
mile and first mile connectiv-
ity through feeder services
like small buses and provide
share autos, cycle and bike
sharing services uniformly
acrossall stations.

“Metro rail should im-
prove walkability up to a ra-
dius of 500m from the sta-
tions, and not just along the
Metro corridor,” said Nash-
wa Naushad, senior associ-
ate with The Institute for
Transportation and Develop-
ment Policy.



