CMRL begins restoration of

‘May Day Park, Lone Square

Both Facilities
To Be Opened
In A Month
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Chennai: Metro rail is ta-
king forever to restore the ci-
ty'sgreen spaces which it had
taken over for construction
almost a decade ago. And
theyare notbeingrestored as
they were, for, there are plans
to have more facilities for
commuters in the space,
Trees were cut.and green

spaces turned into construc- -

fionsites orstorageareasand
closed for the public for near-
ly a decade as the metro rail
project was rolled out in pha-
ses.

Three months after the fi-
nal leg of metro network be-
gan operations, Chennai
Metro Rail Limited (CMRL)
has begun restoring two of
thethree parks, which areun-
der its control, Lone Square
at Broadway and May Day
Park in Chintadripet, which
were shut for metro rail
construction, are beingresto-
red now. According to CMRL,
both facilities will be opened
inamonth. However, restora-
tion of Thiru Vi Ka Park in
Shenoy Nagar, one of the big-
gest that CMRL took over for
construction, may not hap-
pen before mid-2020.

Lone Square Park has re-
mained closed for nearly a de-
cade. Located on the conges-
ted Prakasam Road opposite
the Madras High Court, the
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Day Park and Lone Square (below)

BREAE EASY: Restoration work o at a playground in M

park, with around 15 trees
along its periphery, has been
a rather convenient spot for
storing construction materi-
al, as it is located between
High Court metro and Man-
nadi Metro stations. “Many
locals and even those who co-
me to the high court visit the
park,” said Rumaresan, a jui-
ceshop owner:

Residents and shopkee-
bers said shanties came up
around the periphery of the
park, which was the only
lung space in the crammed
neighbourhood, after CMRI,
closed it. “We heard the en-
eroachments around the
park will be removed before it
opens,” said 8§ Payal, a resi-
dent.

Restoration work at May
Day Park, one of the oldest in
the city, at Chintadripet, is al-
80 under way. While a small
area of the park is open,
CMRL closed a major portion
thathoused aplayground and
other play areas for the resi-
dents of one of -the city’s ol-

dest localities. CMRL stored
construction material and
built an emergency exit insi-
de the park. The exit, in the
form of a shaft, links the tun-
nels between Central Metro
and Government Metro sta-
tions, as the line between the
two stations was more than a
kilometre long, “The area
around the emergency exit is
being levelled with mud. It
will be ready in two weeks,”
said a worker at the site.
However, Thiru Vi Ka
Park may not be opened any-
time soon, since CMRL is bu-

ilding an underground pas-
senger amenities centre, in-
cludinga parkingfacility, Un-
der the construction
contract, the work has to be
completed by mid-2020. Ac-
cording to Shenoy Nagar re-
sidents, the 8.8-acre park was
to be restored and opened af-
ter Shenoy Nagar Metro sta-
tion was opened in 2017, But,
CMRLsaid it will be building
the underground centre and
began excavating soil in the
park. Locals, who approa-
ched the Madras high court,
areawaiting relief,



