Nine metro stations
to have food kiosks,
retail outlets this July

TiMES News NETWORK

Chennai: Come July, commu-
ters may get to grab a quick
snack or a cup of coffee before
hopping on to a train as the
Chennai Metro Rail Limited
(CMRL) will be opening food
kiosks and other retail ontlets
at nine stations. According to
metrorail, thesekiosks have be-
en planned to bring in additio-
nalrevenueaswellastoprovide
a ‘'one-stop solution to the com-
muters’ needs.

“We have already floated
tenderstoselectacompany that
can take up these empty spaces
for kiosks on licence basis and
bring in big brands. Commu-
ters can expect shops to be ope-
ned in these spaces in another
four months,” a metro rail offi-
cial said. While these kiosks
may mostly have brands selling
snacks and hot beverages, met-
ro rail commuters will have to
eat them at these spots itself as
people will not be allowed with
food itemns in the paid area of a
metrostation.

Asof now, these kiosks have

a way that even outsiders can
walk in, buy whatever they
wantand leave,” an official said,

Atpresent, elevated stations
like Koyambedu, Alandur, Va-
dapalani, Ashok Nagar and
Airport have kiosks by popular
foodbrands. For instanes, at Ko-
yambedu metro station, both
commuters and passersby can
stopatoneof thegatestohavea
quick cup of coffee with some
snacks, as kiosks have been set
up closer to the road. Similarly,
Alandur station has coffee and
sweet shops at the streetlevel.

Underground stations like
Shenoy Nagar have eateries in
the non-paid area of the conco-
urse or at ticketing level The
staff at the station said one of
theeateries had to be closed due
to poor patronage and high
rent.

Other underground sta-
tions like Thirumangalam, An-
na Nagar East and Nehru Park,
which opened in May 2017, do
nothaveany kiosks at the street
level Nandanam, Saidapet and
Teynampet on arterial Anna
Salai that opened in May 2018

been planmed at Koyambedu, too have been functioning with
Thirumangalam, Anna Nagar commercial spaces unusegd.
East, Shenoy Nagar, KMC, Neh- “Tenders will be floated la-

ru Park, Nandanam, Saidapet
and Teynampet. The kiosks
with spaces varying between
10sqm and 35sqm will be set up
on the street level inside the sta-
tion or outside the station ent-
rance or the parkinglot.

“We have planned it in such

ter for open spaces inside the
stations for commercial deve-
lopment,” an official said, Work
is under way to get space allot-
ted for commercial develop-
ment at Central Metro, cne of
the largest metros in the city re-
ady
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