Cycle sharmg comes to Anna Nagar

60 Bicycles At6
Spots Available
At35 Per Hour
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Chennai: If . you have good
stamina, you can now pedal
from Thirumangalam metro
station in Anna Nagar to the
nearest destination — and
from Tower Park, too. Greater
Chennai Corporation
launched a bicycle-sharing
system on Wednesday with at
least 60 bicycles at six loca-
tions. Soon thenumber willbe
increased to 250 in 25 loca-
tions, including six near the
Marinabeach.

The company, Smart
Bikes, has placed the bicycles
at designated parking sta-
tions. Registration costforthe

Volunteers at parklng statlons W|II spread awareness about the
scheme. The civic body plans to roll out 250 cycles in 25 spots soon

first month would be 21 with
an hourly fee of 5. The cycles
can be unlocked using a mo-
bile application. After scan-
ning the QR code using the
app, a one-time password will
be generated, which can be
used to unlock the bicycle. Af-
ter using, it must be dropped
atthenearest parkingstation.
Fifteen volunteers have been

placed at the stations to create
awareness and sensitize peo-
ple.

Saravanamoorthy, execu-
tive engineer of Greater
Chennai Corporation, teld
TOI that 10 cycles each were
placed at Thirumangalam
station, Tower Park, Anna
Nagar East, Chinthamani
junction, near Valliammal

hlgh school, and Kandaswa-
mi college on Wednesday:
Morebicycles willbeplaced at
six spots near Marina beach
and13otherlocationsin Anna
Nagar.

“A control room at the An-
naNagar zonal office will sur-
vey usage and track all bicy-
cles. They will also make calls
to those who do not drop their
bicycles at designated loca-
tions,” he said. “Every bicycle
has a unique ID and can be
tracked,” hesaid.

The contractor will oper-
ate the system with the reve-
nue from -the rent. “Apart
from this, they can sign a two-
year contract with companies
that want to advertise on the
bicycles and at the parking
stations,” said an official.

This will be scaled up to
5,000 bicycles in 250 locations
in the coming months based
on publicresponse.

" Nashwa Naushad, an as-
sociate of Institute for Trans-

portation and Development
Policy, said as per the compre-
hensive traffic and transpor-
tation study in 2010 and the
census figures of 2011 along
with current trends, 6% of all
trips in Chennai are estimat-
ed to be made on bicycles ev-
ery day and approximately 12
lakh cycletripsaday.

“The launch of the bicy-
cle-sharing system is a lauda-
ble move by Chennai to en-
courage this almost invisible
transportmode. Thispilotisa
great start to an important
form of last-mile connectivi-
ty,” shesaid.

Residents, hewever, raised
concerns such as unavailabil-
ity of exclusivebicycletracks,
existing bicycle tracks not
barricaded, traffic rules not
followed, potholes on roads,
debris, garbage dumped on
the roadside, hawkers on
roadsides, traffic signaljump-
edby motorists and peak hour
traffic.



