Metro phase-2 soil
tests to be done at
more locations
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Chennai: Soil tests will be
conducted at more spots co-
vering 66km of phase 2 net-
work of Chennai metro rail
project in the city. This is
part of the 118.9km phase 2
network as three corridors,

CMRLhasfloated six ten-
ders to conduct soil investi-
gations between CMBT and
Sholinganallur,  Sholinga-
nallur and SIPCOTand from
Power House to Poonamal-
lee.

This is in addition to the
soil tests already underway
in several localities in the
52km priority corridor from
CMBT to Madhavaram and
Madhavaram to Sholinga-
nallur which will be built
first.

“Construction along the
52km islikely tobegin before
theendof this year. Soil tests
are going to be done at these
newspotsasweareplanning
to start construction in the
remaining portion simulta-
neously,” ametrorail official
said. “Our target is to comp-
lete the priority corridor in
six years. The remaining

will also be completed wit-
hin thesame period.”

The three-corridor pha-
se-2 is planned to link subuu~
ban areas with the core are-
as of the city. The project es-
timated to cost 69,000 crore
will have 116 stations.

A 150mm sized borehole
willbedrilled 15-18mdeepfor
every 25m to 30m distance to
collect soil samples. The
samples will then be sent to
laboratoriesforanalysisand
areport will be prepared.

Soil investigations play a
key role in deciding the type
of equipment and method of
construction to beadopted.

Inphase-1,outcomeof so-
il tests was cited as a reason
for the project getting stalled
on the Anna Salaistretch.

For the priority corridor
CMRL has already received
funding from JICA and from
the state government for
52km. Officialssaid talksare
underway with four interna-
tional banks to fund the re-
maining 66km, Recently, the
state government requested
the Centre to enter into a
50:50 joint venture and fund
the project.



