“CMRL Will Provide Pedestrians Facilities To Ensure Seamless Movement

In phase-2, metro will link transit
systems at 16 interchange stations

UTejonmayam@timesgroup.com

enthe 118.9km phase-2 of metro
rail opens in a decade, it will not
only connect the suburbs to the
city but also interlink different
modes of transport.

Attheheart of this network will be interchange
stations which will make commuting from Mad-
havaram and Siruseri to the core city hasslefree.

As the detailed design is being prepared for the
52km priority corridor and another 10km line,
Chennai Metro Rail Ltd (CMRL) has confirmed that
commuters can choose from 16 stations to shift be-
tween two metro corridors, move to suburban or
MRTS line, or board an MTC bus from a depot.
These include interchanges at Perambur; Chetpet,
Adyar; Nandanam, Kodambakkam, Alandur, Anna
Nagar and Villivakkam. °

Construction of the 52km priority corridor (part
of corridors3and 5)— that will link Madhavaram
to Sholinganallur; and Madhavaram to CMBT —
will be taken up this year. The 10km will be part of
corridor 4 linking Lighthouse to Vadapalani.

“Interchange stations will be linked through
pedestrian subways, pathways, foot over-bridges or
skywalks for easy movement of passengers,” an
official said.

At present, the 45km phase-1 has interchanges
at Central, Alandur, Egmore, St Thomas Mount,
CMBT, Mannadi and the airport.

In phase-2, between Madhavaram and Sholin-
ganallur, there will be seven stations where com-
muters can change metro corridors or opt for an-
othermode of transport. A commuter heading from
Madhavaram to the airport can disembark at Chet-
pet and board a suburban train on the Beach-Tam-
baram route to reach the airport.

In the same corridor, while Aynavaram and Ad-
yar depots may give easy access to MTC buses, com-
muters can shift between two metro corridors at
Kilpauk. A passenger travelling from the northern
suburbs along Madhavaram or southern fringes
along OMR can reach Egmore or Central by shifting
between the two corridors at Kilpauk.

In the line between Madhavaram and CMBT,
CMRL has planned six interchange stations. The
new corridor will be linked to existing phase-1 sta-
tions at St Thomas Mount, Alandur and CMBT, It
means, a passenger heading from Kovilambakkam
or Perumbakkam on the OMR towards the airport
or central station could shift corridors at Alandur
or CMBT or move to suburban services at St Thom-
as Mount.

At Villivakkam station, commuters can access
Villivakkam suburban station to travel on Central-
Tiruvallur suburban line, or head to Villivakkam
bus terminus.

On theline between Lighthouse and Vadapalani,
Nandanam, Kodambakkam and Vadapalani have
been planned as interchange stations. While Nan-
danam and Vadapalani will be linked with those
built in phase-1, commuters can shift to suburban
train services at Kodambakkam.
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