Metro aims to complete work
on phase II lines by 2026

Construction to begin early next year after tenders are finalised

SUNITHA SEKAR
CHENNAJ

Chennai Metro’s mammoth
phase II project traversing
118.9 km of the city, with 128
stations, will be fully opera-
lional by 2026 if work pro-
gresses without delays.
According to Chennai Me-
tro Rail Limited (CMRL) offi-
cials, tenders will be called
for by June or July and, by
early next year, the con-
struction work should begin.
“‘Since the election code of
conduct will be in place soon
and continue till the elec-
tions are over, the tendering
process can take place only
after that. By the time the
tendering process is over, it
may be early January and a
month or two later, the con-
struction will begin. From
the time of construction be-
ginning, it will take six years
to finish the work and start
operations,” an official said.

Design work begins
Meanwhile, the detailed de-
sign consultants have started
work on some stretches. In a
few months, a general con-
sultant will be appointed to
menitor the project.
Chennai Metro’s phase II
is estimated to cost 369,180

crore and will criss-cross ma-
jor areas of the city with
three corridors — Madhava-
ram to Shollinganallur (47
km), Lighthouse to Poona-
mallee (26.1 km) and Mad-
havaram to SIPCOT (45.8
km). “There were some
changes in the detailed pro-
ject report recently, and we
cut down the total number
of underground stretches
and underground stations as
well to cut costs,” another of-
ficial said.

Of this 118.9 km, Chennai
Metro will first build 52 km
of network between Mad-
havaram and CMBT and
Madhavaram and Shollinga-
nallur.

Separate contracts

To avoid delays by contrac-
tors, Chennai Metro plans to
carry out station, viaduct
and tunnelling work inde-
pendently for phase II. “Ear-
lier, in phase I, they had to
work in coordination and
that meant if the tunnelling
or viaduct work was de-
layed, there was a conse-
quential delay in station
work too. This time, there
will be separate tenders for
every part of construction
work,” he added.
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