GCMRL's DMS Ieg bv month end
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CHENNA: In little over a
fortnight’s time, commut-
ers relying on the Metro
rail would be able to travel
from Washermanpet to
the city airport as the last
leg between AG-DMS and
Washermanpet stations is
set to be made operational
before the month end.

According to Chennai Metro
Rail Limited (CMRL) officials,
the Commissioner of Metro
Rail Safety (CMRS) is expect-
ed to complete his inspection,
the final step ahead of the
launch of train services, by
next week. With the inaugu-
ration, the entire 45km first
phase of CMRL would be com-
plete,
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senior official said the inspec-
tion, which was originally
scheduled for January 10 and
11, would now be held during
January 19-20.

“The two-day inspection

was delayed due to adminis-
trative reasons. We have now
scheduled it during January
19-20. Regular train services
from Washermanpet to DMS
will most likely be inaugu-

rated before the end of the
month,” he confirmed.

The CMRL, which has been
conducting trial runs in the
10-km stretch since December
6, 2018, had been using a die-
sel-powered locomotive to test
the tracks.

Meanwhile, officials said
metro services from Central to
Airport via Koyambedu would
be continued even after the
Washermanpet-Airport  link
is made operational. Trains
operated from Central to Air-
port on EVR Periyar Salai and
Jawaharlal Nehru Road via
Kilpauk and Vadapalani were
earlier planned to be discon-
tinued.

“We will continue to operate
trains to Airport on the corri-
dor even after the services on
Anna Salai is established,”
said a CMRL official,
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