CMRL commences trlal run on Washermanpet line

Industries Minister M C Sampath inspecting the Metro rail car used for the trial run on the
last leg of Phase 1, Washermanpet line, on Thursday

CHENNALChennai Metro Rail Limited
(CMRL) on Thursday began the trial
run from AG-DMS to Washerman-
pet, the last leg of 45km phase-I of
the network. A four-car metro rail
was operated from DMS under-
ground station to Washermanpet on
Thursday afternoon following an
inspection of the car and stations
by minister of industries M C
Sampath.

The trial run would continue for a
few weeks before the Commissioner
of Metro Rail Safety (CMRS) is invited
for inspection. Once the safety com-
missioner certifies the route fit, it
would be cleared for commercial run.
CMRL officers exuded confidence that
the 10km stretch would be opened [or
traffic in January.

Originally, CMRL had planned to

open the route for public use before the
end of this month. However, the sched-
ule has been deferred by a month ow-
ing to delay in installing the signal and
telecommunication infrastrueture, for
which works are apace now.

Though CMRL has been operating
a diesel locomotive since August last,
Thursday was the first time a four-car
train was tested on the newly laid rails
on the underground segment. Opening
of the 10km segment would not only ex-
tend metro link to North Chennai but
also establish the fastest and most so-
phisticated commute to the city airport
from the northern pockets of the city.

Commuters hope that CMRL, which
has set a maximum fare of Rs 70 now,
would consider reducing the fare o al-
ready operational areas once the Wash-
ermanpet-Airport-Koyambedu-Central
link is established.




