4 metro stns go solar, to cut costs by 6L

CMRL Installs
103kWp System
In Underground

Stations

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: From lights to
air-conditioners and even
trains, everything at four
underground metro sta-
tions will now be operated
. on solar power. Chennai
Metro Rail Limited (CMRL)
has commissioned a
103k Wp (kilowattpeak)
capacity rooftop solar po-
wer system to cater to these
stations.

The photovoltaic panels
have begun generating po-
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Panels will generate| Will save CMRL

6.3 lakh
RGNSl CMRL headquarters

13,800

units a month

werat Thirumangalam, An-
na Nagar Tower, Anna Na-

gar East | and Shenoy
Nagar stations. Through
the panels, CMRL will tap
around 13,800 units of po-
wer every month, and hopes
tosavez6.31akh a year inpo-
wer costs. By theend of this
year, elevated metro sta-
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_| » Solar panels of 103 kWp
| capacity commissioned in
4 stations: Thirumangalam

(in pic), Anna Nagar East,

8 Anna Nagar Tower and
Shenoy Nagar stations
CMRL's existing solar
facilities: 1 MW solar
plant in the Koyambedu
depot, and 125 kWp in

tions too will go green, as
another 6MW capacity roof-
topsolar power plant willbe
installed.

© “VWe have a total instal-

led solar capacity of 1L6MW. -
‘Solar power will meet ‘all

our technical demand for
daily operations in the
stations they have been

installed,” a metro rail offi-
cialsaid.

CMRL began using cle-
anenergyin 2016, whenitin-
stalled a1MW capacity solar
panel at its administrative
building in Koyambedu.
Around 5,000 units genera-
ted a day from the IMW grid
power the administrative
office and for maintenance
of trains at the depot. In
September 2018, another
350k Wp capacity panels we-
readded in thedepot.

With another 125KW ca-
pacity added in the car park
area of its headguarters at
Koyambedu, CMRL has
been getting more than 1.35
lakh units of solar power

every month, saving
nearly 722 lakh a year on po-
wer charges.

Besides, CMRL has star-

ted installation of panels at
the entry points of both
underground and elevated
stations to power their ligh-
ting systems and electrical
appliances used for daily
operations. !

Last year, CMRL signed
a contract with a Mumbai-
based company toinstall so-
lar panels with a capacity of
6MW atallitsexistingeleva-
ted stations. CMRL identifi-
ed about 25locations spread
over morethanl.4lakhsagm,
including those in Koyam-
bedu and Alandur for
the purpose.

With the project ready,
CMRL expects90% of itsan-
nual power reguirement to
be met by solar energy. The
remaining energy require-
ment will be drawn from the
general grid.




