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Musi the Metr
Can you play a violin on a train? Chennai Kalai Theruvizha organised an entire concert
on one, treating delighted commuters to Alandur to some foot-tapping music

:: GEETA PADMANABHAN

Clean transit areas. Crowd-free
boarding. A comfortable trip. In-
credibly quick coverage of traffic-
choked areas. All these define
Chennai Metro. The missing ele-
ment was perhaps entertain-
ment. This gap was filled by the
organisers of the Chennai Kalai
Theruvizha recently. Commuters
boarding the up-train to Koyem-
bedu at Alandur station
craned their necks to catch a
glimpse of the music group
comprising Malavika Sun-
dar Pravin (vocals), Saivi
(guitar and vocals),
Ramkumar Kanaka-
rajan  (percus-
sion) and Manoj
Kumar (violin)

unveil the in-

struments

and set up an

impromptu

stage  across '7|\

the aisle. “Is N8 remoulding  the
this a promo for perceptions of arts,
Metro travel?” making art forms
asked GD Prabha- available to
kar, commuterand % anyone who
construction consul- cared, the Vizha
tant. committee de-

It was not. The Chen- cided to spread

nai Kalai Theruvizha is its wings.
the next step of the Urur “Why not in
Olcott Kuppam Vizha our  area?”
that was started four sea- went a chorus

of requests,
and the answ-
er was to take
the  perfor-
mances out-

sons ago to use the per-
forming arts to break so-
cial/artistic walls and
build community friend-
ships. After its success in

Memorable journey The
performers were excited, as were
the appreciative audience
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TALKING TRAIN

Thomas the Tank Engine, a
fictional steam locomotive in
The Railway Series books, was
initially a wooden

toy that the e
author Reverend n
Wilbert Awdry

made for his son. o0 C)

side the confines of Urur Kup-
pam to MTC buses, railway
stations, and hospitals. On Oc-
tober 16, it was the Metro com-
muters’ turn to get a taste of the
outreach and the underlying
message: ‘Music binds people,
even if momentarily’.

The performers were excited
as they gathered at the Alandur
station to board the train. This
would be their first “rolling” con-
cert, also because some of them
were travelling in the Metro for
the first time. Discussing the “dy-
namics of the new environment,”
Ramkumar said, “As we made a
set-list of numbers to sing, we
talked of the noise” He added:
“Pll play a little softly, and get
Malavika to sing loudly” Song
choices would depend on au-
dience response.

The audience was small, but
appreciative. They walked down
to the performing area when they
heard ‘Mayakkura poovasam’
compsed by Sean Roldan,
whipped out the mobile phones
to record ‘Kaantha’ composed by
Masala Coffee, and clapped for
Tlaiyaraaja’s ‘Ninaivo oru paar-
vai’, ‘Inji iduppazhaga’, and ‘Kan-
mani’. When the group got off
and stood on the Koyambedu
platform to sing ‘Aathangara ma-
rame’ and ‘Thaiya, Thaiya’, the
audience stayed on and joined
the chorus. “We’ve performed in
all sorts of spaces — small to ex-
tra-large,” said Saivi. “But this
one was different. I loved it.” He
added that there was not much of
noise inside the train, but a mi-
crophone would have helped.

Passengers passing through
the Koyambedu station were in
for a surprise. At 6 pm, settling
on a jamakkalam in the transit
area,” Koleri N Boopathy and
Chittor R Devaraju tuned their
nadaswaram while N Balaji and
MG Harishankar tried a few ten-
tative taps on their tavil as the
troupe prepared to play. After a
strong ‘Chalamelara’ and Saras-
wathi namosthuthe’, they em-
barked on the difficult *Entharo-
mahanu bhavu’, managedtodoa
fine rendering, and followed it
with *Kurai ondrum illai’, ‘Maadu
maiklkum Kanna’ and ‘Shalkthi sa-
hitha Ganapathim’'. Passengers
stopped to take selfies, and stood
to tap the thaalam for ‘Ulagam

samanilai peravendum’, an
Agaththiyar paadal.
Two athletes from Sports De-

velopment Authority on their
way from Nehru Stadium to
Krishnagiri loved it all. “What an
excellent idea!” the girls said.
“Please hold more such events.”
P Rajesh, a market financier
agreed: “Why not every day?”



