le past OMR on metro in
6yrs, grab sea view bonus
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Chennai: In six years, you
could enjoy an uninterrupt-
ed aerial view of the city’s
coastlinefrom the comfort of
an airconditioned metro
train as it snakes through an
elevated corridoron Old Ma-
habalipuram Road.

Chennai Metro Rail Ltd
(CMRL) has started conduct-
ing soil tests on OMR, with
constructionof thelinelink-
ingthelThubexpectedtobe-
gin next year. The tests,
which will CMRL plans to
conduct on a 50km stretch,
are currently underway
along a 10.6km section be-
tween Tidel Park and Sholin-
ganallur,

Several portions of the
OMR, including spots near
Tidel Park signal, Taramani
and Sholinganallur, have
been barricaded to collect
soil samples. CMRL plans to
build 12 elevated metro sta-
tions along this 10.6km
stretch. Inall, OMR will have
22 elevated metro stations
till SiruseriSipcot.

“Soil test results will be
ready in eight to 10 months,
This will be crucial for the fi-
naldesign of the corridor,” a
metrorail official said.

Oncethelinebecomesop-
erational, it will provide a
convenient mode of trans-
port for employees working
on OMR, linking major IT
parks, including Tidel Park,
Tecci Park and Sipcot, be-
sides other top IT compa-
nies.

SMOOTH ROAD AHEAD

> Soil test begins on OMR
between Taramani link road
and Sholinganallur

» OMR will be part of 46.1km
corridor-3 from Madhavaram
to SIPCOT

» Total stretch where soil test
is conducted | 50km

» The stretch is likely to be

ready in 6 years

» CMRL will build elevated
corridor on OMR

» Commuters could watch
the coastline when they
travel on the OMR line

» Notices issued for land
acquisition along OMR |
approx 60

Officials said soil sam-
ples are being collected at
one location over a period of
24 hours before workersshift
their equipment to the next
spot 25m-50m away. The sam-
ples will then be sent for lab
tests to determine the soil
type.

The 50km stretch where
soil tests will be conducted
includes a part of corridor 3
and 5. According to CMRIL,
the 50km line is expected to
beready in six years.

Officials said  they
planned an elevated corri-
dor on OMR till Siruseri Sip-
cot as theroad is wider here,

This line is also part of the
20%  elevated corridor
planned in phase-2, as the
rest of the stretch will be un-
derground.

Meanwhile, the barricad-
ed portions of OMR have be-
gun to slow down traffic dur-
ingpeak hours. “Asitis,driv-
ing through OMR during
peak hours is hell. I am
dreading the day when the
actual construction begins
onthisstretch, though it will
be convenient for us to go to
work once metro trains start
running,” said Jaikiran, a
software engineer at an IT
company in Navalur.




