 Metro rail track-laying in
N Chennai before yr-end |
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Chennai: As the construc-
tionof the9km metrorail cor-
ridor in North Chennai is pro-
gressing in full swing, Chen-
nai Metro Rail Limited
(CMRL) has started prelimi-
nary work to lay ballastless
tracks required for the opera-
tion of metro trains. The 9km
Phase 1 extension line betwe-
en Washermenpetand Wimco
Nagar is expected to be ready
by March 2020,

“We have floated tenders
for MEP (mechanical, electri-
cal and plumbing) and track
: work. We are expecting to
i start track work before the
end of this year;” a metro rail
official said.

The 9km Phase 1 extension of
metro rail line between
Washermenpet and Wimco
Nagar is expected to be ready
by March 2020

The extension line inclu-
des a 2km underground sec-
tion connected by twostations
anda 7k elevated stretch lin-
ked through six stations. Once
the line is ready, commuters
from north Chennai can tra-
vel to several localities in the
city thatare connected by met-
rorail network.

Work for the extension li-
neinnorth Chennai waslaun-
ched in 2016. Towards the end
of 2017, construction of two

tunnels along a 2km stretch
from Washermenpet to Ko-
rukkupet was completed. So-
on after; work began for const-
ruction of the elevated corri-
dorand isstill under way,
CMRL is also construc-
ting the elevated maintenan-
ce depot at Wimco Nagar A
tender was recently floated to
find a company that can supp-
Iy, install and commission
electrical and mechanical sy-

stemsat the depot.
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