Chennai Metro minds
the last-mile gap

Launches share auto and car services; less takers on Day 1
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Chennai Metro on Friday
launched shared car and au-
to services at some of its
stations.

The services, which help
connect areas in a 3-kin radi-
us around the selected sta-
tions, and exclusively meant
for commuters, come at a
nominal rate of 10 and %15
for shared auto and cars res-
pectively.

Drivers of these autos and
cabs will provide commuter
with tickets — specially is-

sued by the Metro for these .

services — at the start of the
journey,

Many commuters, un-
aware of the existence of
such a facility, said clear
signboards were needed, di-
recting people to where the
services could be availed.

Priya Ranjan, a commuter
from AG-DMS Metro station,
said, “How are we to know
that cars and share autos are
stationed for Metro commu-
ters?” When she walked out
of the station, she assumed
private cabs were waiting for
customers. “Chennai Metro
should put up signs or pos-
ters on the platform and tick-
eting levels and all entry/exit
points too,” she said. But all
comimuters were unanimous
in welcoming the services,
and said it would be a hit if
promoted well.

Promote services

Deepthi 8, who travels from
Ashok Nagar to Chennai
Central every day for work,
said, “My father drops me at
the station every morning.
Now that share autos are
available, I will happily take
them. Most commuters will
use this facility when they
come to know of it. Chennai

Towards better connecti\rity

Chennai Metro kicked off share auto and car services at
select stations on Friday

Station
Asholc Nagar

Route

CPWO Staff Quarters-Sector 9-Sector 10-
RTO Ground-Sector 12-Anna Nagar Road

A[anduf

= Butt Road-Chennai Trade Center-N1-
B2 OT-5t. Patrick's Church

: Eklatuthangal Guindy Industrial Estate-Guindy Bus
o Stand-Thiru.vi.ka Industrial Estate

g Guindy Race Course-Phoenix Market

s City-Vijayanagar Junction- Velachery
= Koyambedu Padi Kuppam-Mogappair Industrial

3 Estate-1) nagar- Maogappair West-MGR

College-Daniel Thomas School

St. Thomas Mount

Medavaldam Main Road-IRR-Medaval-
kam Main Road

Thirumangalam

3kmradivs around station

CARS (FARE %15)

[Koyambedu

i S

VR Mall- Padi Flyover- Saravana Stores-
Thirumangalam

Tamarai IT Park-Cipet Head Office-Guindy
Bus Stop

Anna Nagar East

Vadapalani

AG-DM5

SIMS Hospital-Murugan Temple-Menaka

Cards

« To operate between 6.30 a.m. and 9.30 p.m.
« Each station will have two share autes and two cars

Metro should vigourously
promote it.”

Share autos are stationed
at seven stations and cars at
four stations. There will be
two of each at the stations,
and available between 6.30
a.m. and 9.30 p.m.

Metro Rail has roped in
Chennai and Suburban
Share-Autorickshaw Driver’s
Association and Vignesh
Cabs for these services.

S. Ezhumalai of the Asso-
ciation said that 40 share au-
tos have been pressed into
service at Metro stations.
"We are prepared to bring in
any number of share autos
for the existing stations and
others that do not have
these vehicles now: 1t will be
greatly beneficial for com-
muters," he added.

Chennai Metro pays the
association 1,150 a day for
each auto, to cover a driver’s
wage, fuel expenses and rent
for the vehicle. “The reve-
nue will go to Chennai Me-
tro,” he notes. For cabs, the
firm is paid ¥2,100 a day for
each vehicle.

S. Maniazhagan, a 45-
year-old driver stationed at
Ekkatuthangal Metro sta-
tion, said, “From the morn-
ing, only one of the autos
went on a ride. T have been
sitting idle. But I'm hopeful
this service will pick up in a
week when commuters get
to know about it.”

Chennai Metro officials
said they would soon install
more signages in stations
and expand the facility to all
stations.



