s

UTejonmayam
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Commuiters hea-
ding out of a metre station
may no longer have to wait for
MTC buses or haggle with au-
todrivers to reach their desti-
nationsas ChennaiMeto Rail
Limited (CMRL) will soon be-
ginoperatingatiest of dir-con-
ditioned vans from stations to
pmvidelast—mj.leconnectivim

CMRL has floated tenders
to identify an operator who
can own, operate and mainta-
in the vans, Asa start, CMRL,
has planned to operate four14-
seater vans from Alandur
metro station to DLE, Porur,
mainly to cater to IT ernploye-
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> Four 14-seater vans wil|
be operated from Alandur
meiro station to DLF Porur

> Frequency of vans|
Every 15 minutes
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es. “We decided to start with
Alandur metro station as we
received many requests from
IT employees working in and
around Porur that they were
unable to use metro Service
due to lack of connectivity to
their offices, The route for the-

sevans will be fixed,” the offi-
cial said,

At Alandur metro, which
istheelevated transit hubeon-
hecting the two corridors of
Phase1, there will he avanav-
ailableevery 15 minutes,

“The charge (for* the van

Metro rail to operate vans from Alandur

to Porur, ensure last-mile connectivity

service) is yet to be fixed but it
is likely to be around Z20," the
official said.

Depending on the respon-
seat Alandur mefro, the servi-
cewill be extended.

Last mile connectivity hag
been amajor issue that CMRI,
is yet to address, [t initially
bromised to connect localities
Within 500m radius aroundall
its stations, In the. last few
months, bieyele rental was in.
troduced at nine stations whi-
le motorcycle rental, small bu-
ses, buggyservicesand tie-ups
with cab aggregators were do-
neforiGstations. Though com-
muters welcomed the move,
many still complain fhat the
servicesarenot adeguate,



