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To Build Two
Extra Depots
To Maintain
The Fleet

UTejonmayam@timesgroup.com

Chennai: If you thought the
42 trains running along met-
ro phase-1 were impressive,
wait for phase-2. The second
phase, officials said, is likely
to have more than 85 trains
across three corridors add-
ing up to 107.55km. Metro
will build two additional de-
pots, once each at Madhava-
ram and Siruseri, to main-
tain thefleet,

“Going by the train fre-
quency of two-and-a-half
minutes planned for phase-1,
weneeded 42 trains. If yougo
by the same calculation,
phase-2 will need more than
double thatnumber of trains
tocover thethreecorridors,”
said ametrorail official.

The official said several
factors like headway, length
of acorridorand thenumber
of stations along the route
will be considered before de-
ciding the exact number of
trains required to operate.
Phase-1 has 32 stations along
45km, while phase-2 will
have 116 stations covering
107.55km. It means the aver-
age distance befween two
stations could be less than a
kilometre. Metro rail is pro-
curingl0more frains to oper-
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ate the 9.051km phase-1 ex-
tension connecting north
Chennai through eight sta-
tions.

“The minimum the head-
way and higher the number
of stations, the more the
number of trains needed for

operations,” the official
said.
Tomaintain the fleetona

daily basis, a depot at Mad-
havaram and an elevated de-
pot at Siruseri will be built
when construction begins
for phase-2. “Every corridor
has to have a depot for trains
toreturn after the day’s oper-
ation for maintenance,” the
official said.

Inphase-2, thedepot at Si-
ruseri will maintain the
trains running across OMR
to the northern suburb of

have 85 trains

thecity, whilethosealongthe
Madhavaram-Sholinganal-
Jur route may return to the
Madhavaram depot after the
day’s operation.

The existing depot at
Koyambedu that has been
serving trains on phase-l
will also maintain trains
that run across the Light
House-CMBT route thay may
be extended up to Poonamal-
lee. “Thesize of thedepotde-
pends on the availability of
land and number of trains
running along a corridor. We
wereabletobuildabiggerde-
pot at Koyambedu due to the
availability of land,” a for-
mer metro rail official said.
Metro rail is building an ele-
vated depot at Wimco Nagar
tomaintain thefleet that will
run innorth Chennai.



