- HC dismisses
Plea to reduce
- Metro Rail fares
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i The Madras High Gourt on Thursday
: dismissed a public interest litigation
! petition which sought for a direction
i to Chennai Metro Rail Limited (CMRL)
© to fix minimum ticket fare at %5 per
: person and follow the same pricing
i pattern as adopted by the Southern |
i Railway for the suburban electric
i trains,
! ADivision Bench of Justices K.K. Sa-
¢ sidharan and R. Subramanian refused
i to entertain the case at the admission
i stage itself on the ground that it was
¢ not for the court to decide the correct-
. ness of the fare structure evolved by
i the CMRL by taking into many factors
i including the costs involved in creat-
i ing the facility.
L R. Viswanathan alias ‘MGR’ Viswa-
: nathan, 61, of Gopalapuram, had filed
i the PIL plea, Apart from fare redye-
. tion, he had also sought a direction to
. the Centre to take over the Metro Rail
i services and operate it with the assis-
: tance of the Southern Railway.
- Authoring the Jjudgment for the
| Bench, Mr. Justice Sasidharan said
! “Certain matters like this, by their ve-
i Iy nature, should be left to the author-
: ities instead of courts themselves seek-
. Ing to substitute theijr OWn views and
. perceptions. In matters of timings, ta-
- 1iff fixation and other operational
- functions, railways and CMR], must be
given a free hand, It is not possible for
the court to evolye a price mechanism
by sitting in the armchair of railway of-
ficials and acting as if it is a cost audij-
tor. The court must show Judicial res-
traint in matters Jike this.”



