DC CORRESPONDENT

here is nothing

quite like a first

: metro ride on the
gleaming service

: that has been
operational along a couple
of lines in the city in the
last few years. As more and
more young citizens get to
enjoy the ride, the aware- ]
ness also spreads of how
nice a metro service is for
a city commute. ;
The pace of metro work §=
has, however, been a bone B\
of contention with the gov- ?
ernment itself expressing
its unhappiness OVer get-
ting the whole system
going quickly. The city of
Chennai has been bogged
down by the huge delays, a
part of which may have

\ £ T = . :
been caused by the col- A o - =
lapse of a Russian compa- .
ny, which was one of many . .
involved. . : ;

The citizens of Chennal
are still waiting for the Bengaluru, where they to the display board which ukkarungo, inga around, without a sem- Rangar ajapuram,
opening of lines to Central have even devised a shows “Nehru Park” 2 utkaarungo. (You kindly blance of any worries. You Kodambakkam.

Station and along Mount women's only section up minutes. git here) Great gesture. 1 almost feel you belong They go ecstatic the
Road that would make con- front in a segregated area 1 pick up my backpack thanked him while there, you are one moment my mobile phone
necting many inner and so that one half of the and position myself at the politely declin- among them, for a cam is ready to click pics

core parts of the expand- metro USers can travel arrow marking in front of ing his offer. while at least. of their fun. Maybe, I was
ing city possible. The without worrying about the closed glass sliding “It's your Spontaneous A charming a sort of media guy for
metro trials are endless sexual harassment in peak doors.. : day. Your smiles all around, boy narrated them. One enthusiastical-
and many dates for inaugu- hours in crowded stations The silence is broken as day out without a semblance the name of 1y asked if 1 can post the
ration of trains to Central and trains. you hear the Alstom make You guys [ENEGVANUIEEA (1 his  school pics in the internet. His
are mentioned thatseemto Even as Chennai waits rail’s unique noise and the need to EEIGIES feel you pelong and from smile widened from ear o
be in the far future for a for true metro connectivity smooth entry inside the -enjoy this EEFERERVITEIN T ' where they ear when 1 nodded in
city that desperately needs along many corridors, underground station. The memo - amcf' th take took the approval.

commuter-servicestoback there are many great expe- t+win doors open and I step rable day.” ng ell'l'l. 4 metro ride. The electric mood got
up its buses and, hopefully, riences to be had. The DC's  into the coach with total T h_ e for a while #  (Vadapalani — over when I had to bid

lead to keeping more per- weather forecaster S. disbelief. It's. chac & bloc atmosphere Airport - Nehrtt good bye to the young smil-
sonal transportation off Sivakumar of Kea Weather and sports a stadium like is just unbe- Park - ing faces, kids at Nehru
the roads. * had this to say of his expe- ambience. The door closes lievably boister- = Vadapalani). There Park Their day was made
Chennai has been blight- rience on the metro — “A andtomy amusementIsee 0us and you can sense Wwere 101 children with six and so was mine. Hope
ed by slow construction customary routine wait at scores of happy looking their euphoric feel, their teachers to assist in escort- school kids get numerous
while other cities have gal- Tirumangalam Metro. school children aged 12 fo happiness, their freedom, ing them. They are from opportunities such as this.
loped on with the Namma Almost pin drop silence at 13. A young boy gets up toge therness. Chennai High School, Bravo young India!” says
Metro now crisscrossing the platform and I'm glued _..”Anna..Neengo inga Spontaneols smiles all (Corporation School) Sivakumay in signing off.
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