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Common ticket for
metro trains, buses:

CMRL beglns trial

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: HOppr‘.ng on and off
from metro trains to Metropolitan
Transport Corporation (MTC) bu-
ses and vice versa will be hassle
free soon as Chennai Metro Rail
Limited (CMRL) has commenced
trials for using its smart cards in
ticketing machines for MTC
buses.

CMRLmanagingdirector Pan-
kaj Kumar Bansal said they were
closely working with MTC for in-
troducing common ticketing,

“Trials are on,” he said noting
that smart cards of‘ metrorail can
be used in the handheld electronic
ticketingmachines of conductors.
Of the 30 slots in the smart card,
one slot would be earmarked for
using in the electronic ticketing
machines.

“The software will be made ac-
cording to MTC ticket prices,” he
told on the sidelines of a talk on
CMRL Project - ‘A Remarkable
Transformation of Transporta-
tion Landscape in Chennai’ orga-
nised by the Chennai Internatio-
nal Centre here on Friday,

On thesecondphase of the met-
ro rail project, he said, the work
pertaining to 50% of the total
107km is likely to start by the next
financial year.

Refusing to reveal the stretch
that would be covered in the first
chunk of the phase two, Pankaj
Kumar Bansal said, “We hope that
we would be able to sign the agree-
ment and by next financial year so
that we would be able to start the
procurement.”
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If every thing goes by this time-
line, the second phase would be
completed by 2025.

The second phase will include
20km strefch along Rajiv Gandhi
Salai or Old Mahabalipuram Road
from Tidel Park to Siruseri.

Madavaram will also be linked
in this phase. The CMRL mana-
gingdirector also said that the stu-
dy for Comprehensive Mobility
Plan (CMP) of Chennai Metropoli-
tan Area (CMA) for the mobility of
people would be launched. Ten-
ders would be floated soon, he ad-
ded.

Earlier, addressing the gathe-
ring on the occasion, he said that

the entire stretch between Rippon -

Building and Southern Railway
headquarters, which is covered
under the Central Square of the
metrorail, will have pedestrian
and passenger movement under-
ground. A recent study has found
that 6.38 lakh pedestrians move
within the area around the Cen-
tral Railway Station everyday, he
added.




