Name of the Newspaper:

Rt

LG i858

First underground metro ready to roll

Anna Salai
Metro Stns
Inspected

Tives News NETwWoORK

Chennai: The final round
of inspections by commis-
sioner of metro rail safety
(CMRS) required for the of-
ficial opening of under-
ground metro stations be-
low Anna Salai began on
Friday morning, The CMRS
and his team inspected the
4,6km line from Little
Mount to AG-DMS. The
stretch from AG-DMS to Lit-

tle Mount and the metro
trains will be inspected on
Saturday.

Safety commissioner K
A Manohar began the exer-
cise by visiting the ramp
that links the elevated sta-
tionatLittle Mount with the
underground station at Sai-
dapet before heading to the
stations to check safety fa-
cilities for passengers. Met-
rorail officials demonstrat-
edafire hydrant installed in
the ramp area. Sump and
pumps installed were also
inspected. “Trains will be
operated at a maximum
speed of 80kmph on Satur-
day when the line from AG-
DMS is inspected,” a metro
rail official said.
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ON TRACK. The CMRS and h|s team inspecting the line

Once the line is thrown
open to the public, a part of
Anna Salai will link sta-
tions up to the airport via

the elevated transit hub at
Alandur. Commuters
boarding trains at Koyam-
bedu could also reach Anna

Salai by switching corri-
dorsat Alandur.

Earlier this week, the
commissioner ecompleted
inspection from Shenoy Na-
gar to Central Metro. He
said the authorisation to
open theline would be given
inaweek’s time.

On Friday, electrical sys-
tems to operate trains and
stations were also inspect-
ed. The safety team checked
operational readiness of
the stations.

The team then visited
Saidapet, Nandanam, Tey-
nampet and AG-DMS sta-
tions to inspect facilities in-
stalled for passenger safety
like emergency telephone,
public announcement sys-

tem and information dis-
plays, lifts and escalators.
These electronic systems
were alsodemonstrated.

Other critical systems
required for the function-
ing of the station and the
trains, including signalling
systems and room at sta-
tions, tunnel ventilation
systems and air-condition-
ing, were also inspected.

While the line between
AG-DMS and Little Mount
will be opened once metro
rail gets anod from the safe-
ty commissioner, the rest of
thestretchlinking Anna Sa-
lai from AG-DMS up to Cen-
tral Metro is expected to be
ready by the end of this
year.




