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Safe to roli? Metro rail ready to open

key lines, An

Officials Begin
Inspection Of
Track Security

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: A year after services
started on the city’s first under-
ground metro rail stretch, bet-
ween Thirumangalam and
Nehru Park via Poonamallee
High Road started to the public,
Chennai Metro Rail Ltd
(CMRL) is readying to open the
other stations on the route in-
cluding a part of Central Metro
as well as stations on Anna Sa-
lai. On Monday morning, the
last leg of inspections by the
commissioner of metrorailsa-
tety began on these lines.

If the commissioner gives
the go-ahead to operate the li-
nes after he concludes his in-
spections, the metro rail stret-
ches from Nehru Park to Cen-
tral Metro and Little Mount to
AG-DMS will open before the
end of May, said CMRL offici-
als.

A team of officials from the
comimission of railway safety
(CRS), under the ministry of ci-
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safety panel will
inspect the 4.5km line
between Little Mount and
59 AG-DMS on May 18 and 19

ON RIGHT TRACKS: Railway safety commissioner K A
Manoharan (3rd from L) with officials at Shenoy Nagar
station on Monday. They will be inspecting the upline
from Shenoy Nagar to Central and the downline from
Central Metro to Nehru Park till Tuesday

vil aviation, headed by the rail-
way safety commissioner K A
Manoharan, began the inspec-
tion by visiting Shenoy Nagar
station. They will be inspecting
the upline from Shenoy Nagar
to Central (5.62km) covering
six stations and the downline
from Central Metro to Nehru
Park (2.5km) linking three sta-
tions till Tuesday:

The CMRS said they have
verified documents related to
the stations and tunnels that
CMRL submitted before the in-

spections, An independent sa-
fety assessment was also con-
ducted, prior to the CMRS in-
spection, and CMRL has recei-
ved a certificate for the line
between Shenoy Nagar and
Cenfral.

The commissioner will in-
spect the 4.5km line between
Little Mount and AG-DMS on
May 18 and 19 after receiving
the independent safety assess-
ment certificate. “We will get
the certificate in a couple of da-
ys,” the commissioner said.

At Central Metro, the team
will inspect the upper track le-
vel linking Egmore Metro and
beyond on Poonamallee High
Road and the concourse level.
The lower track level linking
Washermenpeton onesideand
Anna Salai via May Day Park
on the otherisnot yet ready:

“We will be checking track
parameters, tunnels and sta-
tions, calibration of the trains
and firefighting systems
amongothers,” Manoharan sa-
id, adding, “We will also wit-

ness mock firefighting drills to
check the efficiency of the tun-
nel ventilation and exhaust sy-
stem.”

Once the lines are opened,
commuters will be able to take
adirect train from Central Met-
ro to Koyambedu and the air-
port via stations on Poonamal-
lee High Road. Passengers
from Anna Salai will also beab-
letoheadtotheairport in30mi-
nutes or proceed to CMBT by
shifting corridors at Alandur
metrostation.



