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Top speed: Metro rail set to
lay tracks in north tunnels

CMRL Floats AHEAD OF TIME

Tenders For
Railway Line
Switches

Times News NeTwonrk

Chennai: Completing tunne-
ling work in north Chennai
much ahead of deadline,
Chennai Metro Rail Ltd
(CMRL) is gearing up to lay
fracks to connect Washer-
menpet with Korukkupet.

CMRL hasfloated tenders
to procure turnouts (railway
track switches)forballastless
tracks that enable {rains to
move from one line to anot-
her.

The 9km phase-1 exten-
sion project linking areas in
North Chennai with the rest
of thecity isexpected tobere-
ady by mid-2019.

Thetenderisforsupply of
furnouts for tracks for the

Phase-1 extension |
Washermenpet to Wimco
Nagar

Project initiated in 2010
Cost | 23,T70ciore

Underground stretch |

2lan with two underground
slations (Theagaraya College
and Kornuldwpet)

Work for underground stretch

Elevated stretch | 7km with
six stations (Tondiarpet,
Tolgate, Thangal, Gowri
Ashram, Thiruvottiyur and
Wirmnco Nagar)

phasefrom Washermenpet to
Wimeo Nagar The company
taking up the contract is ex-
pected to supply the turnouts
within a period of six
months.

CMRL officials said they
may, however, start laying
tracks in the tunnels only by
Mareh 2018, They are also yet
to float tenders for the supply
and laying of the ballast-less
tracks. “For phase-1, we floa-
ted a single tender for supply
and laying of tracks. We will
soon float tenders for phase-1

extension,” an official said.
Ballastless tracks laid on
concrete and bituminous
mixture involves tracks laid
with head-hardened steel.
Unlike thetracks with ballast
laid by Indian Railways, bal-
lastless tracks last long, need
less maintenance and can
withstand high train speeds.
Metro rail systems in other
cities have ballast-less tracks.
The two tunnels connec-
ting 2km from Washermen-
pet to Korukkupet were
completed in September and

October, three months ahead
of deadline.

“We still have work to do
in underground stations be-
fore we start laying tracks,”
anofficial said.

The underground section
will have three stations: Was-
hermenpet, Theagaraya Col-
lege and Korukkupet. Const-
ruction isunderway ona 7km
elevated corridor with six
stations.

Around the same time
when track-laying worlk is ex-
pected to begin in North
Chennai, CMRL may be rea-
dy toopentwolinesincluding
apartof Anna Salai between
AG-DMStoSaidapet and Cen-
tral Metro to Nehru Park. But
before that, they want to
complete the remaining por-
tion of tunneling work in An-
na Salai for phase-1 project.

Tunnel-boring machines
are drilling past Anna Flyo-
ver toward DMS, While the
first tunnel was completedon
October 18, the second is ex-
pected to achieve breakthro-
ugh inaboutamonth.



