Chennaiites prefer to pedal last mile from metro stations
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Chemmai: For 98-year-old
Chandru, who lives near the
Anna Nagar roundtana and
works in Egmore, it was a cons-
cious decision when he chosea
bicycle over a motorcycle for
his last-mile commute along a
bustling part of the city: Apart
from being a great workout, he
feels cycling helps him save a

lot of time and money. With
Chennai Metro Rail (CMRL)
opening more metro stations,
morepeopleseem to belooking
athicyclesasalastmile CONnec-
tivity option from the stations
totheirworkplaceor homes.
In an attempt to popularise
bicycle sharing at metro rail
gtations and to mark World Bi-
cyle Day, PEDL, a dock-less bi-
cycle company, and CMRL or-

ganized a ‘treasure hunt’ at
Thirumangalam metro station
on Sunday. The company isone
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of the firms that has tied up
with CMRL o offer bicyclesha-
ringat stations.

The programme drew a lot
of attention with 16-year-old P
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Golqulapriya saying, “This is
theﬂrsttimelamseeingmyfat—
hercycle.”

Narasim Prasad, director,
systemsandoperations,CMRL
saidtheservicewouldbeexten—
ded to more stations based on
the response at Anna Nagar
East, Anna Nagar Tower and
Thirumanagalam. Arun Ga-
jendran, assistant marketing
manager, Zoomear, said, “By

engaging people in small-scale
neighbourhood activities, we
make them understand why
eycling is good for health. Since
our partnership with CMRL in
December, we have seen 9,000
usesonourapp.”

M S R Mangj, senior’ busi-
nessmanager, PEDL, said, “Cy-
cle sharing services have pro-
ventobean alternative toredu-
cecongestion.” '




