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Metro tests Central-Nehru Park line,

plansto o

Travellers
Will Be Able
To Reach
Airport Faster

AyyappanV@timesgroup.com
Chennai: Chennaimetrorail

moved a step closer to com-'

missioning of the Central-
Nehru Park 2.5km stretch of
the line, the last mile link of
the Central to St Thomas Mo-
unt corridor-2 via Koyambe-
du.

A trial run was conducted
on the underground line
using a metro rail train on
Friday, as track and elecirifi-
cation work has been comple-
ted, Metrorail will invitenow
invite the commissioner of
railway safety to carryout an
inspection. Trains have been
running from Nehru Park to
St Thomas Mount and air-

SMOOTH CONNECTIVITY: Trains will start running along the entire

Corridor-1l (Green Line) of Chennai Metro Phase-l Project and will
offer connectivity from Central railway station and Egmore railway to
Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus at Koyambedu

portvia Alandur

Once opened, trains will
start running along the enti-
re Corridor-11 (Green Line) of
Chennai Metro Phase-1 Pro-
ject and will offer connectivi-
ty from Central railway sta-
tion and Egmore railway Lo
Chennai Mofussil Bus Termi-

nus at Koyambedu, the inter-
modal hub Asar Khana at
Alandurand theairport. Cen-
tral metro will also allow
commuters to switch betwe-
en metro rail, MMC to Tiru-
vallur western suburban li-
ne, Beach-Tambaram sout-
hern suburban line and Be-

More finishing work.
needed to be done at
the stations, entry
and exits and a few
other areas while
tunnel, tracks,
electrification and
signalling work are
over

ach-Velachery MRTS line.
Travellers who arrive by ex-
press trains will be able to re-
ach Chennai airport faster
and vice versa,

Metro rail authorities are
planning to open the line for
services in coming four
months (April-May) after
commissioner of metro rail
safety conductsafinal inspec-
tion and trial run, which is
well within the deadline. An
official said some more finis-
hing work needed to be done
at the stations, entry and ex-
itsand afewotherareas while
tunnel, tracks, electrification
and signalling work are over

n route in four months

and the trial showed that the
line is ready for frain servi-
ces.” Trial runs will continue
in coming weeks, said offici-
als CMRL has completed
work only on the upper level
of the hulk of astation from
where corridor 2 begins whi-
le work is going on at the lo-
wer level where Washerman-
pet-Central-Airport line will
wind into the building, Sour-
ces said that this portion of
the station and the undergro-
und line is likely to be opened
by endof the year.

Work is being completed
in phases as Central metro
station is the biggest under-
ground station where two li-
nes converge and also offer
interchange to suburban and
MRTS lines. However, it will
take longer to complete the
Central Square project which
will include beautification of
the area around the Central
metro station by adding bus
bays, commercial complexes,
park benches, landscaping
andother work.



