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Trial of metro line

on Anna Salai to
begm next month

Tives News NeTwork

Chennai: Trial runs with
metro trains on the 4-km un-
derground stretch between
{ Saidapet and AG-DMS may
i begin by the end of Septem-
ber or October, as Chennai
Metro Rail Limited (CMRL)
: has plans to open the line be-
i fore the rest of the stretch in
i arterial Anna Salaiis ready.

Several critical systems
including signals and plat-
: form screen doors will be tes-

ted during the trials. The line
islikely to undergo a series of
inspections to get approval
for commercial operations
early next year,

Metro rail officials began
testing track alignment and
dimensions by running a lo-
comotive between Saidapet
and AG-DMS in July.

YA full-fledged trial run
with metro frains will begin
by September-end or early
¢ October. It will be our inter-
! nal inspection before we
i invite officials for inspec-
i tions to get necessary appro-
i valtoopentheline,”an offici-
alsaid,

During trial runs, several
other systems needed to ope-
: rate the service including

electrical, electronic, signals,
communication, platform
screen doors will be tested
along with the trains. “We
will need at least five to six
: months to test these systems
¢ by continuously operating
i metrotrainsupand down the
: line before we seek appro-
vals,” an official said.
: Main systems like tunnel

ventilation, heating, ventila-
tion and air-conditioning
(HVAC), signalling, platform

sereen doors, automatic fare
collection (AFC) gates have
been installed. Finishing tou-
ches are heing given to the
tunnelsand thestations.
Initially, the plan was to
open the 4-km line along with
the rest of the Anna Salai
stretch from May Day Parlc to
AG-DMS covering a distance
of 8km. However, since tun-
neling work is still underway
in the 8-km line, and almost
all systems have been instal-
led in the four stations betwe-

‘en Saidapet and AG-DMS, of-

ficials have planned to get it
operational first.

Fourmetrostations — AG-
DMS, Teynampet, Nanda-
nam and Saidapet will con-
nect the 4-km line while a
ramp across the Adyar river
will link the underground
stations with the elevated
Little Mount station thatisal-
ready operational.

“Theplanistogettheenti-
re phasel of the mefrorail
projectoperational beforethe
end of 2018, an official
said,



