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Afcons keen on drilling for metro phase-li

‘Innovation
lelped Finish
Anna Salai
Tunnelling’

Tejonmayam.U
@timesgroup.com

ennai: After successfully
mpleting tunnelling under
na Salai for metro rail’s 45-
1 phase-I, Afcons Infrastruc-
e is keen on collaborating
'the105-km phase-II as well.
“Wherever their projects
, for CMRL, we would defi-
ely be one of the preferred
itractors,” said K Subrah-
mian, vice-chairman and
naging director; Afcons In-
structure Limited, who was
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managing director, said Afcons Infrastructure Limited was one of

CMRL's preferred contractors

in the city earlier this week.
The company that is also
building three-level undergro-
und station at Central, took
over tunnelling under Anna
Salaiin June2016, a yearaftera
Russian contractor abando-
ned work citing financial cri-

sis. Having worked in a comp-
lex soil condition under a tight
deadline, Afcons is set to hand
over the 4.1km line from May
Day Park to AG-DMS to CMRL
in January 2018. “We faced a
mixed soil strata, with both so-
il and rock in the same cross

section, a condition that can
slow down a project substanti-
ally and that is what we enco-
untered in Chennai. But we to-
ok it as a challenge and comp-
leted it one month ahead of
our deadline in February
2018,” he said.

Part of Central Metro will
be ready for operations in
March 2018 and the rest, built
completely on rock, will be
handed over to CMRL by
mid-2018, he said. As the soil
conditions made construction
difficult and even slowed it
down, the Afcons team used a
few innovative methods to
complete the job on time.

On the May Day Park-AG-
DMS stretch alone, they built
the tunnels and the cross pas-
sages simultaneously “We de-
vised a new method to do that
and are thinking of patenting
it. Traditionally, cross passa-

ges are built after tunnels are
constructed...,” Subrahmani-
ansaid.

At Central, a stitch wall in-
volving ‘tying up’ a reinforced
concrete wall to the station di-
aphragm wall was built to save
time cutting through the hard
rock. “The tunnel boring ma-
chine was refurbished in the
tunnel itself after we took over
the May Day Park-AG-DMS
stretch. We changed from con-
veyor belt system, which the
previous contractor used, to
loco to carry muck from the
cutter..,” hesaid,

“We are going to give
CMRL inputs on certain good
practices they can adopt whet-
her in the form of contract do-
cuments, or in the form of ear-
ly investigations, or in the way
the projects are going to be
packaged, or how they can do
pre-qualifications,” he said.



