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Wimco Nagar‘d'épot tb help
keep metro trains running

Tives News NETWoRK

Chennai; In less than two years, when
metrotrainsstartrunning aboveand be-
low the crowded stretches of North
Chennai, a modern depot at Wimeo Na-

- garwill help keep them spic and span.
~ ChennaiMetro Rail Limited (CMRL)
has invited tenders for construction of

the depot that will include signage and .

auto coach washing plant and is expec-
ted to be operational by mid-2019, The
company winning the tender will have
to handle traffic diversion, utility shif
ting and all associated work during
construction. It will be expected to
complete the construction in one and a
half years.

The depot is planned as part of the
9km Phase lextension from Washer-
menpet to Wimeo Nagar. When the 45km
phase is completely operational, more
than42trains willbeoperated on the two
corridors and Cmrl will need a depot,
apartfrom theoneat Koyambedu, toma-
intain its growing fleet and provide
uninterrupted services.

“Eyery line should have a depot to
maintain trains on that stretch. The de-
potat WimecoNagar willmaintain trains
running along the Washermenpet-Air-
port and Phase 1 extension connecting
North Chennai,” a Cmrlofficial said,

The depot, set to come up near the
Wimeo Nagar railway station, will be
one-tenth the size of depots built by the
railways, but will have cutting-edge

The Wimco Nagar depot
will have 17 railway lines
to bring trains to the
stabling shed and will

also be used for parking
and a few other tasks,
including daily cleaning
of coaches

technology forregular upkeepof trains.
“Tt will only deal with low maintenance
work on trains. Heavy maintenance will
continue to be done at the Koyambedu
depot,” hesaid.

The Wimeo Nagar depot will have 17
railway lines to bring trains to the stab-
ling shed and will also be used for par-
king and a few other tasks, including da-
ily cleaning of coaches.

At present, engineers at Koyambedu
depot conduct a three-stage service ma-
intenance once in three days. First, the
outer hody is inspected, followed by a
thorough inspection and a detailed
check of the critical systems, including
braking, traction and the high-voltage

systems. Once checked and certified,

the trains chugs intoan automatic train
wash plant. There are also quarterly,

half-yearly and annual maintenance :
programmes besides an overhauling of :

each train once in four years.




