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Metro's second phasé to

o0 up to Poonamallee

New route will ease congestion in Virugambakkam and Valasaravakkam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

With an aim to reduce traffic
congestion in several areas
connected through Arcot
Road in the State capital, the
Tamil Nadu government has
decided to extend the Chen-
nai Metro Rail line from the
Lighthouse near Marina
Beach to Poonamallee in the
city outskirts at an additional
cost of ¥3,850 crore.

In a suo motu statement in
the State Legislative As-
sembly on Wednesday, Chief
Minister Edappadi K. Palan-
iswami said the proposed ex-
tension from Lighthouse to
Poonamallee through Vadap-
alani and Porur was aimed at
easing traffic congestion in
Virugambakkam and Valas-
aravakkam areas on Arcot
Road.

“Chennai Metro Rail Lim-
ited would prepare a supple-
mentary Detailed Project Re-
port. An additional cost of
3,850 crore would be in-
curred for this extension,”
he said.

It may be recalled that in
Phase 11 of the Chennai
Metro Rail Project, three cor-
ridors — Madhavaram-
Siruseri, Chennai Mofussil
Bus Terminus (CMBT)-Light-
house and Madhayvaram-
Sholinganallur — have been
planned at a total estimated
cost of 785,047 crore. The
proposals have been sent to
the Centre for approval and
necessary funds.
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The State government, in an effort to reduce congestion on
Arcot Road, has decided to extend the second phase of the
Metro Rail project up to Poonamallee.
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CMBT to Light House
covered a distance of about
17 km. After a lot of discus-
sions, the alignment was
changed to facilitate more
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commuters. In the changed
route, this corridor will run
from Light House to Poo-
namallee Bus Depot criss-
crossing areas including

@ There will be an

increase in the
number of people
taking the Metro

OFFICIAL,
Chennai Metro Rail Limited

Ramachandra Nagar, Kat-
tupakkam, Kumananchavadi
and terminating at Poo-
namallee Bus Depot.

Due to change in the align-
ment, the two corridors
—~Madhavaram to
Sholinganallur and Light
House to Poonamallee — will
intersect at Alwarthirunagar.

Officials said, the number
of passengers travelling per
kilometre goes up signific-
antly with this change.
“There will be an increase of
about 19% in the number of
people taking the Chennai
Metro Rail system,” an offi-
cial said. By 2045, the num-
ber of people travelling by
the Chennai Metro Rail
would touch nearly 39 lakh.

Metro for Coimbatore
The Chiel Minister also an-
nounced a metro rail project
for reducing the traffic con-
gestion in Coimbatore, the
hub of several industries in
western Tamil Nadu. “"Chen-
nai Metro Rail Limited would
undertake a Detailed Feasib-
ility Report/Detailed Project
Report over this proposal.
Funds from KfW of Germany
would be obtained through
the Central government,” he
added.
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