What are some of the chal-
lenges that CMRL has en-
countered in the process of
design and construction of
the Metro Rail network?
Our short-term challenges
have been land acquisition,
traffic management, shifting
of utilities - telephone lines,
electric cables, drainage, sew-
erage, etc, and coordination
with other projects (flyovers,
etc) and authorities, like the
Highways Department, for in-
stance. That apart, the bigger
challenges that will confront
us once the Metro Rail be-
comes operational are fare co-
ordination and integration
with Mass Rapid Transit Sys-
tem (MRTS).

'How will the integration of
different modes of trans-
.port with the Metro Rail
network be achieved?

The basic principle of intro-
ducing the integration is that
all the transport systems
should complement and sup-

plement each other rather -

than competing among them-
selves. Unlike other metro
projects, Chennai Metro Rail
Project, during its first phase,
- will link important passenger
hubs and terminals like Chen-
nai Central, Chennai Egmore,
Central Moffussil Bus Termi-
nal (CMBT), Chennai Air Port,
St Thomas Mount, Guindy,
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New Secretariat and High
Court. Inter-connectivity with
the other modes of transport
is planned as below:

1) By introducing a common
ticketing system with other
modes of transport.

2) Introduction of park and
ride facilities wherever feasi-
ble.

3) Introducing multi-level
parking facilities near Metro
stations.

4) By linking the metro sta-
tions with other modes of
transport by providing esca-
lator, walkalator, walkways,
etc. wherever possible.

5) By running feeder bus serv-
ices at terminal and periph-
eral stations like Washer-
manpet, Mugappair etc.

6) By providing the entry and
exit arrangements of Metro
stations very near to Railway
stations, bus stops, trafﬁc junc-
tions, etc.

How many stations will be
constructed? What are they
and where will they be lo-
cated?

CMRL has proposed to con-
struct 17 metro stations in cor-
ridor - I. The proposed stations
viz. Washermanpet, Mannadi,
High Court, Central, Secre-
tariat (New), LIC, Thousand
Lights, Gemini, Teynampet,
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Chamiers Road and Saidapet, will be
underground (11 stations). The pro-
posed metro stations at Little Mount,
Guindy (metro), Alandur, Officers
Training Academy, Meenambakkam
and Airport will be elevated (6 stations).
In corridor - II it is proposed to con-
struct 17 metro stations. Chennai cen-
tral and Alandur metro stations are in-

cluded in both the corridors. The pro-
posed metro stations viz. Chennai Cen-
tral, Egmore, Nehru Park, Kilpauk Med-
ical college, Pachaiyappa's college,
Shenoy Nagar, Anna Nagar East, Anna
Nagar Tower, and Thirumangalam will
be underground (9 stations). The pro-
posed metro stations at Koyambedu,
CMBT, Arumbakkam, Vadapalani,

Ashok Nagar - KK Nagar, SIDCO, Alan-
dur and St Thomas Mount will be ele-
vated (8 stations).

There are allegations that the Metro
Rail will affect heritage buildings
and parks in the city...

The project has been cleared after study-
ing the impact it will have on the neigh-




Our short-term challenges have
been land acquisition, traffic
management, shifting of utilities -
telephone lines, electric cables,

‘ drainage, sewerage, etc, and
| coordination with other projects

bourhoods. Safety and security are our top priority and
we have systems in place to ensure just that. We have
done extensive studies and there are no structural im-
pacts on any heritage structures. Besides, plans to re-
store parks that will be temporarily disturbed, are in the
pipeline; we are planting saplings wherever trees have
been damaged. Any project of this proportion will in-
volve some amount of inconvenience in the design and
construction stages, but in the long-term, it will benefit
the public at large.

harini.sriram@timesgroup.com

i CHENNAI METRO RAIL (G
PROJECT PHASE - 1

Bay.
OF
BENGAL

T LEcEND |

-
Under Giound asasasans




	scan0002
	scan0003

