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Onset of Lhe monsoon in Chennai will not affect Metro Rail’s plans of drilling under the
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city as authorities

are well-prepared to handle flooding and continue work with imported water-proof tunnel boring machines

Ly Amged Grace Mary

Chennai: Come rain o
Ronaxls, Chennai Melro Rail
Liviled’™ {CMEL) tanne|
boring machines [THAs) will
start driliing under mur Tt
in tw wechs, With the late
meonasexaas finally cocling the
suuner heat, conoerus huve
heen raisoo o how the haor-
g work will gooon if the
streets adjoininy the parks-
turned-stations are foodead,
“aAllthe TBMs are complete
Iy waler-proof and will not
bestfected by waterleing”
said a senior official with
Larsen and Toubro, ropsul-
tant Tor CMRL, *Dewa Lering
pumps (56 lp) are ready 1o
drain out the water stagnat-
ing Inthe underground wrea
wihere the | BMs have been
placeid,” he added.

The TEMs will be boring
under integral parts of the
ity oo pesee the underaround
Passage vway between (N RT
staticns at Shenoy Nagar,
Mannadi, Washermenpel
arid several other corridors
Tunnaling underzround a
the CMIL corridors & Bipon

Buildings and Washermon-
pzloare believed to bz the
mast challenging becanse of

A number of sld strucrures

thers.

Al e 11 TBMS thatwere
assombled al speeific sites,
have heen lowered ivto un-
derground piis, rom where
the tunnelling is setto hegin
i e Last week of July, "The
rain water thal s remuyved
Fecnn Lhe pits while the bop-
ing is or, will be puriped
hack inka the Cheninai Malro
Waterdrains, leading thwa
tor bodies,” confirmed the
official Phuis, it will not have
any impacl oy ronnd water,
he added.
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Bosides this, the CMERL
workers have already been
provided with extensive pro-
Leetive zear ta shield themn
from the gain, "Weare in the
provess of hading ot the
LAl gy o nd everyone

will be eguipgded by the dime
thedrifiing begins.” Tu awid,
Im case the wai is turrential
a7 any given point of tie,
wiork e be stopsed and the
naxt sl will have twice the
parnber of wiorkers,
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No wet blanket on CMRL tunnellin
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