Track-laying
In progress
on showpiece
metro stretch

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: Tracks have been
laid for 1.5km on the Koyam-
bedu-Vadapalani elevated
stretch, a part of the Koyam-
bedu-St Thomas Mount line
on which Chennai Metro Rail
Limited (CMRL) plans to op-
erate trains by end of 2013.

Preliminary workstoelec-
trify the stretch will kick off
soon. “As tracks are in place,
the stretch is ready for elec-
trification. We plan to com-
pleteinstalling postsand can-
tilever and build stations
when civilengineeringworks
are completed on elevated
corridors,” said a senior
CMRLofficial. Works are pro-
gressing fast to hoist, place
and weld tracks on another
300 metres where viaduct and
a concrete plinth to fix tracks
are ready. The works are ex-
pected to be over in a couple
of months.

The stretch, where tracks
are expected to be laid by July
next year, will serve as a

1.5KM LINE READY FOR
ELECTRIFICATION
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showpiece. After viaductsare
placed on pillars, a concrete
plinth is laid over it. Tracks
are laid over the plinth using
track fasteners. Flash butt

welding process is adopted to
weld 18-metre-longrails.

A joint Larson & Toubro-
Alstom Projects venture
bagged the ¥449.22 crore con-
tract to design and lay tracks
for the 45km network. The
track work comprises 109
route km, including 15 route
km inside the Koyambedu de-
pot. Thetracks will be of stan-
dard gauge — the width be-
tween two rails will be
143.5cm.

Construction works are at
different stages on the rest of
the stretch. Stations are tak-
ing shape at Koyambedu, Va-
dapalani and Alandur while
viaduct pillars have been
raised and works on building
the KK Nagar stationareon.

Onthe Koyambedu-Ashok
Nagar stretch, 140 of the 185
spans or viaducts have been
installed: on. the Ashok Na-
gar-St Thomas Mount stretch
62 of the 131 spans have been
installed, the official added.

The Times of India 05-09-2012

LIFE IN A METRO

A Prathap

NG CITY

S

rail's el

E_""

A i ot '.. -#.-.

.......

S el f i B by
s Ak 1l 2

)
- 1

vated

c

orridor snakes ove

rtﬁe busfiiné lofl FeetR

oad at Ekk utha

of the Koyambedu-St Thomas Mount corridor which is likely to be ready by the end of next year
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