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CM Flags Off

Metro takes first ride, | ==
TEST RUN BEGINS | et

Nine of the 42 four-car rakes for the city's metro rail will be
oot i T DT ERTT T anutacturd in razi and th restin Alston's new factory in i ity

hennai Metro Rail on Wednesday

took the first step prior to the rollout

of services in the city by starting the

speed test of the four-car train im-
ported from Brazil for use on an elevated line
between Koyambedu and St Thomas Mount.
The train will be run repeatedly till it clocks
1,600km before commuters will be allowed to

board sometime mid next year.

Chief minister J Jayalalithaa took a close
look at the train before flagging it off fora test
run ata brief ceremony at the metro rail yard.
The mass rapid transit system is being imple-
mented in 10 cities across the country The
state government is planning  pics. 4 prathap
to commission the project by p
July next year.

“We will double the efforts
to complete the project on
time,” said Chennai Metro
Rail managing director K Ra-
jaraman. “Metro rail will im-
prove the life of residents.”
The four-car train is automat-
ed and has several systems
like regenerative braking that
will generate power from
braking, which can be used for
auxiliary and communication
system and safety mechanism.

L Narasim Prasad, direc-
tor, systems and operations, metro rail said,
“The train will be put to extensive trials on
the 800-metre test track in the yard. After run-
ning the train on the test track, it will be taken
on the elevated viaduct from Koyambedu to
St Thomas Mount for more trials. Such trials
are needed because it is an automated system
where the train moves along the line using
pre-programmed information.”

Alstom will supply 42 four-car rakes for
metro rail. Nine of them will be manufactured Emergency button
in Brazil, while the rest will bemade at its new All doors on trains are
factory at Sri City. Every rake will have to go controlled by the
through a stationary test to check the efficacy driver. In case of an
of the electrical and electronic systems, and emergency, commuters
acceleration and deceleration testsfor1,600km | €an break open the case
before they are put into operation. The trains and press the button
will be run at 80kmph to test braking.

The train would be controlled by onboard
computers and from an operations control
centre (OCC) at the Koyambedu yard. Allac- &
tivities at stations and on trains will be moni- g

tored by the control centre. “The centre will
be notified of all problems including issues
like a faulty escalator,” said an official. The
OCC would be ready in three to four months.

Rajaraman said the state govern-

CCTV camera
The driver in his
cab will be able
to monitor video |
feeds fromall the |
coaches in
the train
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Display board

A GPS-based display
board will show the
name of the.
approaching station.
The name will also
be announced

THE TRAIN WILL BE PUT TO EXTENSIVE
TRIALS ON THE 800-METRE TEST

TRACK IN THE YARD... SUCH TRIALS
» ARE NEEDED BECAUSE IT IS AN
AUTOMATED SYSTEM WHERE
THE TRAIN MOVES USING

Each train can carry
1,276 people, but can
seat only 176. For the
rest, ergonomically
designed handholds

are available

ment’s Vision 2020 document envisages PRE'PROGRAMMED
a modern mass rapid public transport INFORMATION
system for the city “The state has sanc- L

tioned more than 22,000 crore and also. DIRECTOR, SYSTEMStAND. Jh

given 2844 crore for land acquisition,” " : OPERATIONS, METRORAIL & ; 4
he added. e | =" ‘
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