- 120 buses to provide
~ last-mile link for metro

19.21akh by 2025,

CMRL is flikely to begin
construction for a 52km “priori-
ty’ corridor from Madhavaram
to Sholinganallur and CMBT by

- early next year. The line is ex-
pected to be ready by 2024-'25. Si-
multaneously, the construction
of the other stretches is also lik-
elytobegin.

Atpresent,of the32stations,
MTC small buses are being ope-
rated as feeders from 16 stations
including CMBT, Vadapalani,
Guindy and Central. CMRLalso
operates share autos and taxis
in 13 stations. However, a few of
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Experts have observed that

- the current feeder service enab-

les users to reach their destina-
tions from thestations butisnot
convenient for those who want

to reach the station from their -

location.

“Small buses and more sha-
re autos at frequent intervals
should be introduced to encou-
rage people to use the metro.
With the metro in operation for
4 years, a good system of frequ-
ent feeder service is pivotal to

ensureridership increases 10 ti-
mes to reach the phase-1 target
of seven lakh,” said Nashwa
Naushad, senior associate,
ITDP,

Shesaid, “Inorder to expand
feeder services, astudy should
be conducted to understand
how users access the station
now. Investments in creating
parking lots can then be diver-
ted towards improving feeder
services since the former would
serve a very small percentage of
people and would contribute to
less than 2% of the targeted ri-
dership.”



